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THE OBLIGATORY EDITORIAL 

Who said nothing happens in the off-season! | don't know if we've ever been busier 
Cant complain though As you'll discover in the following pages a few peaple have gone out of their 
way to provide us (and the administrators) with some thought provoking articles and ideas. 

Hopefully this trend can continue. 'SU' intends to go monthly once the NSL kicks off so it would be a 
great help if we get a few reader's contributions to prevent us getting typist's cramp. 
Keep ‘em coming, folks... 

Once again we feel obliged to thank all the fans who have shown their support for this humble 
project. And the administrators as well! We suspected we might get a few closed doors given the 
content of the fanzine, but nearly all the parties we've approached have been very co-operative. 

We hope they can see that we're only trying to help. 
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Subscribe - it's cheaper! 
It seems some of our readers are quick learners. They are the smart ones who have taken up ou 
extremely generous offer of $15 for six issues. As for the rest of you, well you'll have to blow yeu 


budget and buy each issue for the fuli S3. Remember, if your sending a cheque, make it payable to 
‘Studs Up’. Cheers! 





It's time to put up or shut up. The soccer community has looked for REAL change for 
years. September 13 provides an opportunity for the stakeholders to give David Hill the | 
go-ahead for reforms which will hopefully bring substantial benefits for ail Australian 
soccer fans. 


Please don't let us down again! 


David Hill must be sick of people asking him what his priority is as Soccer Australia chairman. 
Perhaps he should plaster posters around his office telling reporters that its the ‘National League, 
stupid!’ Not that he needs to tell anyone. He has said often enough that above all he hopes to 
reform the black hole that is the national league. Just as predictably his attempts to bulldoze his 
reforms of the NSL have met with great opposition. Particularly from the Jurassic elements within 
certain clubs and newspapers who yearn for the good ol' days. Except that the good ol’ days they 
refer to have never existed. We don't begrudge Heidelberg, Parramatta and the Melbourne Zebras 
holding rallies and taking their case to court. After all, their respective presidents are only doing 
what they think is right for their clubs. 

Yet radical reform is the only option. The fact that certain sectors of the media have bucketed DH 
is all the more reason to send reform into overdrive. They might not think the NSL needs change, 
but the truth is that its the most spectacularly unsuccessful national sporting competition we have. 
By every measure possible, it lags behind rival sporting codes. Something must be drasticaliy wrong 
if in a country of 400,000 registered players, NSL attendances hover around the 20,000 mark per 
week. The general sporting public looks upon the NSL with enormous apathy and more than 100 
Aussies are now playing abroad. Young kids are now even by-passing the NSL altogether. AIS 
graduate Andrew McDermott has signalled his intentions to sign with QPR without having played a 
NSL match. Something Frank Arok quite correctly wants looked into 

The only hope is for a complete revamp of the NSL. If major sponsors can be found, facilities 
upgraded, fans attracted, perhaps the extra revenue in the game will slow the player drain. Perhaps 
standards will improve and just maybe the league will blossom. It can be done. Perhaps David Hill 
has attempted too much too soon and underestimated the dinosaurs rallying against him. We 
believe that the Soccer Australia chairman clearly believed that the complexity of the ASF 
constitution would allow him to dump three clubs with little or no backlash. Unwilling to wait, he 
believes that drastic action is needed to salvage what support the NSL has and attract sponsorship. 
Why stick with a losing formula for the sake of short-term peace? The subsequent court injunctions 
by the three axed clubs have definitely put a spanner in the works. The last two months have been 
like a game of chess. Each manoeuvere by SA has been met with a counter-move attempting to 
checkmate David Hill. His first brainchild, the A League, has also now been injuncted. If need be, 
SA will appear in court to dispute allegations that it acted unconstitutionally in axing three NSL clubs. 
However, with the 1995/96 season due to begin in September, DH wants to avoid any litigation that 
will postpone the season. In a race against time, perhaps his last move is to call all stakeholders to 
Sydney on September 13 in a last-ditch attempt to amend the constitution and allow a 12 team 
league to begin on Sept 30. If he fails, the 95/96 season could degenerate into farce. Will he 
succeed? In effect, he is giving stakeholders and NSL clubs two options. One is unashamedly 
pitched at the hip pocket. Join me in a 12 team league and untold sponsership riches will come 
your way. Defeat me and you can nave your 14 team league that is a drain on your finances. Will 
the promise cf a brighter financial future win the day, or will clubs vote out of some sense of 
misguided loyalty and support the axed clubs. Most clubs are keeping tight lipped about their 
intentions but as the saying goes - money talks and bullshit walks. 





In the meantime, the big winners (of course) are the legal eagles. How much time, effort and 
money is being spent by the three dumped clubs in trying to reverse the ASF's decision to reduce the 
NSL to twelve teams? Unfortunately, 'SU' doesn't know. But it is a safe bet that the monetary figure 
runs into the hundreds of thousands, and the hours of time runs into the thousands. And for what? 
Extraordinary as it sounds, by the time all the club delegates had made their way to the hastily 
arranged stakeholders meeting on July 16, NOT ONE stakenolder put their hand up to vote against 
the wishes of the ASF. 


Excuse us if we're missing the point here, but we thought the whole idea of the clubs demanding 
the meeting was so that they could vote against the format for the 95/96 season! Apparently the 
NSL delegates met on the Saturday and resoived to vote together on the issue, as they have done so 
many times in the past, but this resolution only made the three axed clubs appear totaily stupid in the 
eyes of the genesal sporting public. No wonder public sympathy failed to reach the passionate 
heights of previous axings and mergers in other football codes How could the public fathom a club 
taking the maiter to court when they didn't even put their hands up when it came to a vote? 


We've been following the game long enough and we can't fathom it! 





Did that REALLY happen? 


m ‘Studs Up' takes it's usual bi-monthly review of what's happened, and although it may be 
the off-season, that hasn't stopped Australian soccer staying in the headlines... 


On the field... ‘ 


JUNE 

25 - A classic battle going on in Western Australia as the top seven teams are 
separated by three points. Stirling Macedonia , sorry, Stirling Lions are on top 
for now... 

30 - Australia go down 0-2 against a2 highly skilled and motivated Argentina in 


Buenos Aires. Ned Zelic (right) is marked out of the came in typical South 
American fasnion. 


JULY ‘ 


2 - Blacktown strengthen their claims on the NSW minor premiership with a 5-2 win over Bankstown. 
Tae National Junior Women's Champicnships kick-off in Hobart with defending champions NSW 
and Queensland fighting out a 1-1 draw. Later that day NSW are stuffed 6-0 by the Vics! 

8 - Back in Hobart, ACT takes out the NUWC with Amy Taylor scoring the only goal of the game 
against Victoria. 

9 - A Stephen Starr goal is enough to give Queensland a 1-0 win over NSW in Coffs Harbour. NSW 
retain the Cnailenge Shield on goal difference foilowing their 3-0 win last month. Meanwhile in 
Victoria the Port Melbourne Sharks stretch their lead at the top of the Premier League table to 15 
points by defeating second placed Altona 1-0. An unbeaten season is in sight... 

15- In the VPL the St Albans / Springvale clash is postponed after the pitch is declared unplayable. 
The reserves match finished 3-2. Springvale coach Gus Macleod feckons the reserves should play 
at the opponents ground. North of the border, Warringah Doiphins take over at the top of the NSW 
Super League 

16 - Port Melbourne stretch their lead to 18 points in the VPL. In Brisbane, Brisbane City edge closer 
to the title with a 2-1 win over Brisbane Lions. 

29 - The Matiiaas lose their opening match 0-2 to Norway in the four-team US Women's Cup. The 
world champions dominate the game but resolute defence prevents a cricket score. 
30 - In Victoria, Port Melbourne's lead is now 20 points with only three matches to go. 
In NSW, Warringah and Blacktown both win to be level at the top with 57 points each going into the 

final round. In Perth, Sorrento take over at the top but only 5 points separates the top six teams. 

AUGUST 

3 - For the second time in two months the Matildas ‘ose to the USA. This time it's 2-4. 

4 - The Joeys kick-off their World Cup campaign with a 2-2 draw against Spain. 

5 - The Matildas avoid embarrassment as 'SU3 covergirl’ Anissa Tann-Darby converts a late penalty 

to ensure a 3-2 victory over Chinese Taipei. NSW begins its tour of Korea with a 0-3 loss to the 

South Korean University team. 

6 - Warringah Dolphins clinch the NSW Super League title with a 2-1 victory over illawarra. 

St George defy the odds to steal a place in the top five series with a 1-1 draw at Rockdale. 

In Victoria Port Melbourne extend their lead at the top to 23 points. 

In Ecuador, the Joeys go down 0-2 to Nigeria, jeopardising their chances of a 1/4 firal spot. 

9 - Celebrations in Ecuacor as the Joeys defeat Qatar 3-0 and qualify for a quarter-final showdown 
with Brazii, after Nigeria score a late winner to eliminate Spain. 

13 - The Joeys head for home after a 1-3 quarter final defeat at the hands of Brazil. Back in 

Australia, St George are eliminated from the NSW finals race by virtue of a penalty shoot-out against 

Leichardt following a 3-3 draw. Down in Melbourne, Port Melbourne lcse their first league match of n 
the year, going down 0-1 at home against Bulleen. Meanwhile in England, Steve Corica scores on 

his debut for Leicester City. No sign of Kaiac though... 

18 - The Olyroos are thumped 3-0 by Saudi Arabia in 35 degree heat. If anyone can tell us why we 


» 








went in the first place... ‘- 


20 - -eichardt's luck runs out when they are eiiminated from the finals in a shootout agaist 
tilacktown. South of the border, the regular season ends in Victoria with Port Melbourne winning the 
minor premiershio by 22 points! 



















is ig, 26 - The announcement that rocked the 
ee wah soccer world. ASF chairman David Hill 
oy) unveils plans for a twelve team competition 
¥ Ge. 4 in 1995/96. 

qanerrt %? 27 - The Senate report is tabled in 
. + Sgr e LO pe Parliament "Phew!" says the ASF as 
ye 7 S cee ales Thomson (left), Scheinflug and Scarsella 
& BONY Sea are all cleared of various allegations. The 
ts. report recommends the abolition of | 

domestic player transfer fees. Wollongong 
©* players Adrian Cervinski and Sasha 
2, Dimovski are suspended for twelve months 
4 Mai), by the ASF for failing to comply with drug i 
ep ey - testing procedures. No mention of a 

=k <7, syringe or mull bowl but the lads pleaded 
-/, guiity to technical breaches, so a holiday 
< “= was always on the cards. 

‘ 28 - Eddie Thomson asks for a public 

<3 apology from Justice Stewar... 


<a sin 
‘ Ro wong 





29 - The Victorian Soccer Federation wants to call a meeting of all stakeholders in an attempt to 

reverse the plans for a twelve team NSL. . 

30 - The annual transfer merry-go-round reaches square one with the re'ease of the transfer a 
valuations. To prove the relevance of such a system, Zjelko Kaiac is listed at $150,060 and Mark 


Viduka is on the Knights retained list. 


JULY 

2 - Heidelberg hold a public rally which attracts nearly 10,000 fans. It is announced at the raily that 
the ASF have agreed to hold a special meeting of stakeholders on July 16. 

The Melbourne Sunday HeraldSun reports the VSF have drawn up contingency plans for a summer 
competition. 

3 - Kalac is excited at the prospect of playing for Leeds later this year (Really? - ed.). He is quoted 
via AAP as saying "It's something you dream about and now it's happening, playing in the English 
premier league will be special”. The transfer fee is expected to be $1.2 mil. = . 
4 - More bad news for Heidelberg as Hill claims the Bergers are so far behind in every criteria that if 
the NSL was to consist of 14 clubs it would be Parramatta and the Zebras who would return to the 
top level. 

9 s It is reported that Melbourne Knights have rejected a $700,000 bid for Mark Viduka. 

MK president Steve Mandekic also claims Japanese clubs have bid as high as $1 million 

10 - George Negus is introduced to the media as the newest member of the ASF oeard. The high- 
profile Negus replaces the low-profile Larry Adler. Zjelko Kalac signs for Leicester City in a deal 
worth $1.7 million. 

43 - Chairman Hill predicts at least two NSL matches will be televised each week. He also 
confidently predicts that Sunday's meeting will endorse his plans for a twelve team league 

14 - Newcastle Breakers name John Kosmina as the new coach for the 95/96 season 

46 - The ASF meeting in Sydney produces a 45-0 vote to back Hill's plan for a 12 team competition 
"It was slightly better than | expected” says Hil!. Brisbane was the only NSL club to vote” The rest 
(even the dumped clubs!) abstained. If you can work that out... 

49 - Morwell Falcons consider signing Paul Wade. 

24 - Parramatta Eagles announce they will fight the ASF decision " -unti! our last breath" 

South Melbourne places Jason Polak and Francis Awaritefe on the ‘discard list’ 

The week's odd spet? The VSF announces an increase in referees displaying cardboard this 
season. Yellow cards are up 3.7% while red cards are up a whopping 6.8% if the trend continues 
the VSF may consider suspending players who rack up four cautions instead of the current three 
Surely they're missing the point... 

25 - Heidelberg file a Federal Court writ in an attempt to reverse the reduction of the Nol - 
Unfortunately the Tax Department has ost patience with the ‘Bergers over a $100,000 debt, but club 
president Peter Tsaklis is confident the club can trade its way out of the huge financial problems 
Presumably he means if they can stay in the NSL. 





Put wai, there's more.... 








1) the Me bowie brights announce the sales of Mark Viduka (Dinamo Zagreb - 3500,000) and 
teve Hhorvat (Hajduk Split. $195,000) 

“6 Methourne febras lodge a wrtwith the Federal Court. The hearing is set for August 1. 

Mi thie legal action Nas forced the VSF to have a re-think over plans for a summer league. 


AtLMGUIST 

| The Federal Courtin Melbourne grants an injunction preventing the ASF from promoting the new 
\welve lear format Justice Sundberg also granted the Bergers wish to prevent any transfers of 
players until the situation ts resolved. The court action resumes on August 8. 

é David Hill qoes public with threats to form a : 2 ih 


breakaway league, whiie Jeff Kennett announces 
an ambitious plan to upgrade Olympic Park to a 
45 OOO all-seater stadium. Perhaps Hill pointed 
out our article in‘'SU4'. 

3 - Hill tells Perth's soccer fraternity to get it’s shit 
together, Well, not in those words of course, but 
ihe sooner WA come in the sooner the corporate 
worid wil listen... 

5 - Just when we thought it couldn't get any sillier, 
the ASF announces plans for a new national 
competition. If you read 'SU4' you'll know what it 
will be called 

10 - The VSF fail to resolve the Preston 

P © Box saga, preferring to defer its decision until 
after the final round of matches. 

11 - Stan Lazaridis (right) signs for West Harn 
United 

14 - Robbie Slater transfers from Blackburn to 
West Ham United 

21 - Joeys forward Daniel Allsopp is awarded the 
Golden Soot award for top scorer in the under 17 
world championships. 

22 - Adelaide is announced as the venue for the 
1986 Oceania Olympic qualifiers. See ‘Look out 
for..' on page 32 for details 


‘On the Ball’ on the move? 
Rumours persist that changes are in the pipeline for ‘On the Ball’. A Friday night show hosted by 
Les Murray appears to be a possibility, although a timeslot would be a major cause of debate. 
| guess one of the problems with a Sunday 11:30am kick-off is that a lot of amateur players are 
playing or on the way to their game, not to mention State League followers and even a fair slab of 
juniors. Either way, last season's host Kyle Patterson confirmed to 'SU' that ‘OTB’ is flexible enough 
to start as soon the 'A League's’ prcblems are resolved. Keep those ears pricked... 


A point to remember about the FIFA rankings 


There has been a few bewildered people seen scratching their heads when browsing through the 
FIFA rankings - and fair enough too! But anyone who wants to find out more about the actual 
calculations could do worse than track down a copy of ‘Soccer Australia’ issue no 9 which came out 
in late 93. It doesn't give the whole story, and it wouldn't surprise me if the formula has been altered 
since, but it does give all the basic criteria used, and a key factor is the inclusion of matches played 
only within the last five years. That would certainly explain Italy's sharp drop given that their third 
place at Italia ‘90 no longer counts. 

In other words, expect Denmark's ranking to plummét about July 1997. 








Soccer Australia issued a statement on June 27 welcoming the Senate report’s conclusions 
that cleared Eddie Thomson, Les Scheinflug and ail Soccer Australia officials of any 
wrongdoing. 'SU' fears the real purpose of the inquiry may be forgotten. 


Where DOES the money go? 


When the first report of the Senate E,R,C & AR Committee was passed on to the ASF you could 
almost hear the audible sigh of relief. We nearly did and we're in Melbourne! 

The media release was of a typically buoyant administration going public with their innocence. 
As the release claims, "A number of people, including Thomson, Scheinflug, Scarsella and others 
have hac their reputations unnessarily trampled". Well, that may well be true. But it is difficult to 
see how Justice Stewart could have got EVERYTHING wrong! Was there THAT much faise 
evidence given to the ex NCA chief? Was he fooled by everyone? 


So all those sensational front-page articles and reports we were bombarded with in January have 
become the biggest damp squib in sport. ET and LS attained nationai notoriety overnight, not for any 
coaching blunders, but for allegedly accepting transfer backhanders. The media vultures hovered 
around the game, lapping up allegations against Rasic, Arok, Marconi, Scarsella and others, and 
calling for the sport to be given an enema or a full-frontal lobotomy, depending on how they were 
standing. 


In the middle of this tabloid (and broadsheet) feeding frenzy the ASF dithered and dallied, unable 
to react to the inquiry it had started. Senator Baume took matters into his own hands and set up a 
Senate Inquiry that was empowered to subpoena witnesses, and - unlike the Stewart inquiry - act on 
its recommendations. Six months and countless hearings !ater, the Senate found that Justice 
Stewart's evidence and conclusions were deeply flawed. So Don Corleone and Ronnie Biggs didn’t 
run soccer after all; a fact that anyone who had read the report could have told you. Those who had 
revelled in the scandals quickly forgot soccer again. 


The troubie is though, the reason for the inquiry’s very existence (to look into alleged transfer 
irregularities of Australian players heading overseas) has still to be resolved. Sidetracked with 
allegations against ET, the Okon, Farina and Bozinovski transfers tc Belgium have yet to be 
explained. Not that Soccer Australia is keen to find out. Smug that its officials have been declared 
innocent, David Hill is eager to put the report behind him. Understandable, but dangerous. The flood 
of young Aussies heading overseas makes it vital that Soccer Australia ensures thai all overseas 
transfers are fuily accounted for and foreign cluos abide by FIFA laws. Gne of Justice Stewart's 
recommendations was for the ASF to set up a panel in conjunction with the Player's Association to 
help players who are transferring overseas. To our knowledge, little progress has been made in this 
area. It is vital that this problem is addressed very clearly before the domestic transfer system is 
abolished, because we all know where clubs will want to send players when it is. 


There is one further point we would like to make on the whole inquiries issue. Consider those 
people wrongly accused of corruption. Like all tabloid trials the allegations received front page 
coverage but the findings generally merited a smal! paragraph; at least it wasn't tucked away in the 
births and deaths columns. All those accused {and now exonerated) deserve a very public apology. 
Eddie Thomson deserves the biggest apology of all. 'SU' has been a critic of ET on occasions, 
however he has conducted himself with great dignity under pressure. He could have been forgiven 
for leaving Australia but he stayed to prove his innocence. It's a pity that for six months he was 
forced to defend himself through the media. 


Presumably David Hill is eager to put the now discredited Stewart inquiry behind him Quite 
ironic when you consider that without the Stewart Inquiry (or the subsequent controversy created by 
it), Hill would not have attained his current position. Obviously the format of the NSL is the top 
priority at the moment, but we would hate to think that two inquiries have been for nothing 


C'mon! Don't try and tell us this whole saga has been for nothing. Look, we don't want a 
scapegoat, and we don't want to see people's reputations dragged through the mud again, but after 
years of suspect transactions, dealings and alliances it is impossible to believe that nobody has 
cone anything wrong. Okay, so the main players are in the clear. But just because |hornson, 
Scheinflug and Scarsella are off the hook doesn't expiain how the others adversely mentioned in the 


Stewart report can get on with their lives unaffected. 


If you've read the report, you'll know who we're talking about 














The ASE was looking for a 'plimour' friendly to prove we have the respect of the world's 
fap soccer tations, while (he Aggies were looking for a pre-Copa America fune-up. At the end 
of the 90 minutes we could exhale a huge sigh of relief as 


Australia (just) avoided a hiding 


June 30 - Australia v Argentina (in Buenos Aires) 


lt is one thing to travel halfway around the world for a few friendlies against ‘quality opposition’ as 
ti likes to call everyone, but to travei halfway around the world to play one match against a giant of 
world soccer is a luxury difficult to justify, particularly when you take an under-strength squad. Now 
before everyone jumps up and down and sends letter-bombs to Oakleigh South | reckon it's time to 
lay some cards on the table. e 


The fans have whinged time and time again about teams visiting here without their best players, 
and with so many of our players based in Europe it is understandable that ET is forced to run with 
two squads for most of the year. But the whole idea of organising the Ghana tour and the one-off 
with the Argies during the Euro off-season was to ensure our best eleven mace it on to the park. 
The administration have every right to be upset with the attitude of some of our Euroroos and it 
seems even some of the home-based players are a bit fed up with these pick-and-choose antics. 
No less than Paul Wade was scathing in his comments. He was quoted in ABSW as saying “It's 
very, very disappointing as far as I'm concerned, we should have the best 11 when Australia plays. 
home-based players would give their right leg to play for their country”. 

| would think only Robbie Slater had a watertight excuse, and maybe Mark Bosnich should be 
given the benefit of the doubt. As for some of the others.. Enough of that though - on with the game. 


New stadium, packed house, the Argies coming off a 6-0 win over Slovakia and Australia ccuid 
be excused for being a bit nervous about the next ninety minutes. Only three changes to the starting 
iine-up that iost 0-1 to Ghana in Perth. A fair indication of the lack of options available to Thomson. 
In came Van Blerk, Corica and the ever reliable Ivanovic for Arnold, Veart and Popovic respectively, 
with Lazaridis pushed into a midfield position to give Australia a harmless looking 5-4-7 formation. 
Signs of early panic when in the second minute Kalac was forced horizontally backwards to hoid a 
looping back-header from Van Blerk(?). Zjelko's confidence was restored moments later when he 
plucked a dangerous swinging free-kick from Gailardo. Argentina sensed they were a chance to 
dominate the opening exchanges and went for the quick-pass, plenty of running off-the-ball type of 
soccer we have come to expect from them in recent years, but even Balbo could not have dreamed 
of scoring such a specacular goal in only the sixth minute. After a rare Australian foray forward had 
resulted in a soft shot by Markovski, Cristante's long clearance was missed by Batistuta only to fall 
knee high to Balbo, who turned and struck a vicious dipping shot from 25 metres which flicked the 
bar on its way to the net. Look for it in the 'Goal of the Year’ competitions come December. 


Ayala looked keen to get forward whenever possible and headed just wide from a corner, before 
Wade was booked after a (sort of} challenge on Gallardo. The young Argeniine playmaker looked 
well suited to the number 10 shirt, and wanted to be involved in everything, although his execution 
frequently failed to match his ambition. Horvat was having trouble keeping a tight rein on Balbo too, 
but after the expected early onslaught Oz got themselves back into the game through a series of 
intelligent passing movements, one of which ended with Zelic firing over a half volley from 20 metres 
in what was probably the closest we had come to troubling Cristante. 


Then came one of those moments which Les and his side-kicks dread. A break in transmission, 
and the start of some ad-libbing which became awfully confused when the pictures returned but 
Gary Bloom didn't. Australia earned a corner which was swung over by Corica, who was locking for 
Alex Tobin at the near post. Batistuta inexplicably reached over Tobin's shoulder and puncned the 
ball away. While Van Blerk raced to the ref to (| assume) enquire about the possibility of a card for 
Gatistuta's temporary loss of sanity, the three wise men in the SBS studio were trying to work out 
how Argentina were awarded the free kick!?! After three replays they worked it out though, and Paul 
Wade took over the responsiblity of spot kicks after Tobin's failure to conver against Colombia in 
lebruary. Batistuta's lunacy was matched by Markovski who entered the area before Wade made 
contact with the ball, so the Paraguayan referee was quite correct in ignoring everything that ensued. 
or the record the kick hit the post, and after Markovski and his marker had made contact Zelic 

wooped to drill the ball past Cristante. 

‘igentina’s response to this near equalizer was swift. Gallardo's cross from the left was met 

vetly by Batistuta, whose clear header hit the outside of Kalac's right post. By now Australia were 


starting to see more of the ball and were awarded their fair share of free-kicks in the Argies half, but 
too often relied on the long, high ball into the box looking for Markovski. Oz ended the half well, and 
Lazaridis even tried one from 20 metres which failed to trouble Cristante. All up ET could be quite 
grateful that the scoreline was only 0-1, although he would probably suggest we were a bit stiff not to 
be level. 


Argentina must've been pissed off with their slender margin because they stormed forward in the 
opening minutes with a renewed sense of urgency, and a brilliant move involving Caceres, Gallardo, 
Balbo and Batistuta ended with Berti's attempted chip lobbing into the waiting arms of Kalac. . 
Moments later a quickly taken free-kick found Simeone in possession with a three-on-two situation 
and he intelligently found the unmarked Balbo who smacked a fierce thigh-high voliey which Kalac 
did very well to knock away for a corner. 

Van Blerk fouled Batistuta two metres from the 'D’ and the Australians were well pleased when 
referee Aquino allowed them to line-up about a metre inside the box. After the obligatory protest , 
from Gallardo he simply curled a magnificent hot aimed at the top right hand dorner. Kalac did 
extremely well to push it away for another corner. Within a minute Gallardo pushed a beautiful pass 
to Batistuta who despite not making clean contact, forced Zjelko into a third spectacular save in five 
minutes. Muscat replaced Polak but the Argies kept going and Kalac plucked the bail off Berii's feet 
after hesitancy from Tobin. Simeone made a great run along the gcal-line and almcst made it as far 
as the six yard box before Lazaridis conceded a corner. Two more good chances fell to Balbo and 
the Gallardo.. Jesus, this was becoming monotonous. i 

Paul Wade came off to give Andrew Marth a taste of the big time, and | couldn't help wondering if 
Paul had just played his last game for Australia. We shall see. Ned Zelic was rarely given the 
chance to express his talents and when he did receive the ball he generally copped harsh treatment 
from a variety of culprits. Muscat tried an ambitious voliey from 36 yards which missed by 10. 
Normal service resumed however with a great pass by Simeone into the path of Balbo saw him 
odds-on to score until Horvat made a perfect sliding tackle to concede yet another corner. — oll 

ET showed mercy and replaced the tireless Markovski with Spiteri who was eager to mix It with 
the hosts, but Astrada took up the challenge and got booked for a bad foul on Zelic. Australia were 
now getting out of their own haif and Zelic fired over from 30 yards and tnen Corica took on three 
defenders before his final pass let him down. Thirteen minutes from time Passarella replaced 
Gallardo with the effervescent Ortega, who had more touches in the final quarter of an hour than 
Corica had for the whole game. Corica almost supplied Australia with an equaliser when his” 
measured free kick found Tobin, but under immense pressure his misdirected header went wide of 
the post. it had taken 34 minutes of the second half for Australia to touch the ball in the Argentine 
box, a fair reflection of Argentina's dominance. . 

Zanetti dispossessed Van Blerk and dribbled 50 yards before chipping to Balbo whose return 
header found the Argentine right-back only eight yards out with Kalac exposed. The score remained 
4-0 as he crashed his shot into the base of the post. Ortega teased and turned Van Blerk before 
crossing to an unmarked Batistuta who attempted a spectacular scissers kick. He found the back 
row of the terraces. Ortega then found Batistuta inside the box only tor the Fiorentina striker tc hit 
the side netting. A minute into injury time Ortega made a penetrating solo run deep into Oz territory 
before releasing Batistuta who found the back of the net via Tobin's foot. Who said lightning doesn't 
strike twice. Oh, that's right, almost forgot. Different stadium. 





Australia has now played the Argies four times in three years for three losses and a draw. 


Jun181992 (Buenos Aires) frendly Argentina Q-2 
Oct 311993 (Svdney) WCq_ Argentina 1-1 
Nov 171993 (Buenos Aires) WCq _ Argentina 0-4 
Jun 301995 (Buenos Aires) friendly Argentina 0-2 1 2 3 4 

1 2 3 4 Ernie Tapai x 
Robert Zabica x X Mike Petersen Xo 
Mark Bosnich X Paul Wade X * x Xo 
Zjelko Kalac X Aurelio Vidmar Xo x x 

Ned Zelic Ss x x 

Milan Blagojevic X Robbie Slater x x 
Andrew Bernal Xo Jason Polak Xo 
Mehmet Durakovic S Xx A Steve Corica Xx 
Tony Vidmar Xx Xo Xo Andrew Marth Ss 
Alex Tobin Xx X X Xx 
Milan Ivanovic x Xx Xx Xx Alaister Edwards x 
Jason Van Blerk Ss X Xx Xx Graham Arnold x Xx 
Steve Horvat Xx Frank Farina Xx 
Stan Lazaridis X David Mitchell 5 
Kevin Muscat S Carl Veart % 
John Markovski Xo 


Joe Spiteri Ss 








"You know the deal - three wishes and all that..." ‘SU' recently asked one of our 
subscribers, Tom Bromiley from Guigong what he might ask for if he came face to ; 
i : : ' ; d t of last season playing at Olympic Park? 

face with a genie, or in soccer parlance, what he might change if he was new ground after spending mos playing ymp 


= I k, Mark Il 
David for 2a day | Middle Park, Mar 


‘Studs Up' ventured to South Melbourne to check out the development of the new Lakeside Stadium. 


So with the 1995/96 season nearly upon us (we think!), are the Blues ready to move in to their 





it" j The ground was once the home of ex-VFL club South Melbourne until 1981, when the ugly ducklings 
me Salil sek el ma moved to Sydney. For the last fourteen years the stadium nas been used primarily for district cricket, 
1.Only one team per ci however Melbourne's hosting of the Formula 1 Grand Prix has changed that forever. Middle Park - 
Th i See j ’ South Melbourne's home since 1959 - was situated on the proposed Albert Park racetrack and had to 
one eames iy Tera pee ee ne — at Se Harel mine} be demolished. but the Biues didn't remain homeless for long. Luckily, in Victorian Premier Jeff 
7 : _ : tanding who arranged for them to move into the new 

no excuse shouid be given to the media to discount soccer's credibility. Kennett, they had a loyal supporter of many years standing g 


i if i t akeside Stadium. That's not the end of it either. Jeff also agreed, with government funds, to develop 
= dlp at aoe bles a fob “a bet } ts So ep the venue to NSL standard (not difficult, | agree - a corrugated iron shed would make any venue state of 
team should become the Sydney team not a Sydney team. | know that Adelaide City is an Italian the art by NSL standards). 
based team but they have through hard work in promotion gained acceptance in the SA media, 
which Sycney has yet to acheive - it would be harder for the media to ignore one concerted 
promotional effort. 





The site was a hive of activity, but not with the sound of drilling and hammering. Lakeside Stadium 
already has a fitness club and banquet centre and is a popular jogging area. After entering the stadium 
. through its stylish main gates (I wonder if they will be named the Kennett gates as Anfield's Shankly 
' 
| 





gates were?) we were confronted by a parked van, daubed with anti-Grand Prix slogans. Quite ironic 
really, because without the Grand Prix South Melbourne wouldn't even by playing here. The new 

| stadium itself will be remarkably similar to the now demolished Middle Park. In fact, its almost a clone. 
it has (or will have) one all-seated main stand, complete with corporate boxes, running along the entire 
length of one touchline. The remaining three sides will be concrete terracing; sound familiar? 


2. Areqular test series against England 

We lack a traditional test series like all the other ball sports - cricket, union, league etc. 
Even if we have to play below our dignity and compete against an England 'B' team then so be it. If 
we are good enough we will beat them and then we will shame them into getting serious with us. 
Apart from New Zealand there is no other country that has a traditional rivalry factor to get large 


spectator involvement. Matches against Argentina of Brazil would need to be of we Significance as We say the ground will be, because at the moment the skeleton of the new stadium is surrounded 
get an audience excited - the stakes would need to be high - a WC place or a big money prize for a 


ee by three dirt mounds; with holes where the floodiights will go. It's unlikely the Lakeside Stadium will be 
sine ile ey eae sh a HIATUS SURI SIA - ROSS HAYS aes Ove? Where ready for the new season, if it starts at all. The question that needs to be asked is why has a great 
Ra SE Wges ereete we er na opportunity to build a fine venue been missed. If the stadium is being financed by the state government, 
why settle for a design that is only marginally better than Middle Park? Although, the club doesn't have 
the blank cheque needed to build a super stadium, you would think South Melbourne would be trying to 
build a stadium for the 21st century. Will the club ever have the government support to improve the 
facilites in the future? After all, council stubbornness meant only minimal development of Middie Park 


3. Curtain-raisers 

After attending that memorable Australia v Canada game where Mark Schwarzer did his thing in 
the penalty shoot-out, | made a mental note that in future there should be a curtain-raiser game. | 
What occurred that day was a rash of Coke ads on the giant screen, none relating to soccer, ads for . 
the next Rugby League draw and then, half an hour before the game was due to start the Australian 
team came out, half with bibs on and played an impromptu six a side game. Taik about seeing the 
bridesmaid before the wedding! They looked like Brown's cows! In hindsight, what | believe they 
should have had that day and in future internationals is a curtain-raiser of significance - a final of a 
Commonwealth Bank Cup, Commonwealth Shield, State Cup or Champion of Champions final - 
anything would have been better than what happened that day. Imagine the pride of some kids 
playing in such a finai in front of a big crowd - not to mention the elevation of something like the final 
of the Commonwealth Bill Turner Cup to the pinnacle it really deserves. 


in its 35 years. This is particularly worrying when you consider that Soccer Australia is determined to 
have clubs playing in aesthetically impressive stadia such as Srisbane's Lang Park and the SFS. 
Perhaps Jeff Kennett has decided to pour funds into the recently announced re-develcpment of Olympic 
Park. Nevertheless, the Lakeside Stadium will be a decent venue. Overlooking Albert Park Lake, and 
just a short No 10 or 12 tram ride from Melbourne's Spencer St, it should be a pleasant venue to visit on 
those cool, summer evenings. And if you like a beer or seven ther there are several excellent pubs on 
nearby Clarendon St to retire into. 


And if the genie was generous... 






rs eT 4, sa { Wai, py: We. ue 

ah bt Fh ah Fey MT gach 8 

4. Posters Me a ctlmd 

Might | suggest to the ASF’s poster makers that they super-impose in clear letters the names of 
the players on the chests (or nearby) of the Socceroos etc. Especially when the posters are to be 


marketed to children. Socceroos posters should always be available at ASF headquarters. 


5. Relegation 

With a one-city / one-team national league there should be no relegation as long as the number 
of juniors playing in the city stays at a predetermined !evel. Similarly, if the number of juniors in a 
new city reaches this level then that centre should be eligible for appiication for admission to the 
NSL - depending of course on ground quality, lights, amenities, finances - as is the case already. 











"=. 





it's obvious from some of the correspondence we receive that some of you out there are typists 
and some of you even have faxes and modems. So who do you actually talk to? 
‘SU' invited Andrew Howe to let us know what he gets up to. 


Let's go surfin' now... 


Q. The Internet. The information superhighway. Cyberspace. Huh??? 
A. Basically the Internet is a collection of millions of computers in a world-wide link up. The links 
are made via the humble telephone line, with no international borders or border guards. These 


communications links are referred to as the information superhighway. Cyberspace is the virtual 
world created by this community of computers. 


Q. How can soccer in Australia benefit from the so-called ‘information superhighway’? 
A. Read on... 


Every Oz soccer fan | know asks the same questions. Did Ned Zelic play in Europe last 
weekend? When was the last time the Socceroos scored more than 3 goals ina game? Just how 
many Aussies are currently playing in Malaysia? And are their teams winning? Who won the NSW 
siate league last year? What's the address of the ASF? When is the next Melbourne NSL derby? 
How many goals has Aurelio scored this season? And how long is his hair now? And to which Euro 
club did...go to again??? The list goes on and on. 

The Internet (or just the ‘net’) is the perfect medium for these questions to be answered. 
Information hungry Australian soccer fans just cannot rely on the traditional media outlets to fulfil all 
their Australian and international soccer news needs. 

Millions of Internet users world wide are however injecting this sort of information into 
Cyberspace. Other ‘net’ users can then retreive this information into their homes, offices and 
learning places via their computer screens. | 

There are several instruments that are used once one is actually on the 'net. What follows is a 
quick summary of what are probably the four most popular Internet tools: electronic maii: 


newsgroups, the ‘world wide web’; and chatting, and how each can be of use to an Aussie soccer 
ian. 


Electronic mail (e-mail) 

Probably the most basic (and cheapest) way to access the information superhighway. Having an 
e-mail address entitles you to sending and receiving electronic text from/io your computer to/from 
any other e-mail address, taking only a couple of seconds to reach even the other side of the globe. 
If you're not sure who to send e-mail to, don't fret! Just join an e-mailing list. 

An e-mailing list is basically a group of e-mail addresses, pertaining to a particular topic. Anyone 
cn the list can e-mail to any one or all other members on the list. E-mail can be latest scores, 
tabies, match reports, topical articles, requests - anything that can be transcribed in fetters and 
numbers. Aspire to become champion of the e-maii NSL match tipping competition. Or keep up 
with the US soccer fans fight for free-to-air TV soccer coverage. 

| didn't want to wait the mandatory two or three days to find out in the newspapers the results of 
the recent Melbourne Knights challenge matches in Japan. Stale news! | simply got the e-mail 
address of a Japanese soccer fan from one of the several soccer-related e-mailing lists. | then e- 
mailed him, asking if he could e-mail to me what happened in these games as soon as possible. No 
problem! Within a couple of hours of the games ending i knew what the scores were (and that Mark 
Viduka had scored his last goal ever for the Knights). 


Newsgroups 

A newsgroup is like a world-wide pin-up board. Each pin-up board has its own topic. And there's 
thousands of topics to choose from. People can add (post) an article to a newsgroup, which then 
can be read by anyone else who reads that newsgroup. The most popular newsgroups can have 
hundreds of postings a day, while most have a more manageabie dozen or two postings a day. This 
makes it easier to Keep up with the news of that topic. Post up your own match report of that 


ee game you just watched live on SBS. Or check out the latest Standings in the Italian 4th 
aivision. 


titi 





The ‘World Wide Web' 


The fastest growing Internet application, the World Wide Web (WWW or just the web) is a huge 
but still rapidly growing Internet application. The web is a massive world wide collection of Internet 
documents. In this way the web may be seen as a type of newsgroup (mentioned above). However, 
the web is much more. Where newsgroups aiid e-maiiiiig tists contain biand-iooking documents 
made up of letters and numbers only, the more colouriul web documents also contain ‘pointers’. 
Your pointer is your simple tool to browse other web documents, see pictures, retrieve computer files 
for your own computer, hear sounds, watch videos and trigger actions. There are thousands of 
soccer related web sites on the 'net. Check out the latest photo cf your favourite overseas team. 
Watch a shor video of Abbas Saad scoring a winning goal in front of 60,000 delirious fans in 
Singapore in last year's Malaysian league. Or retrieve a soccer game to play on your computer later 
on. You can just sit back and use your pointer to point and click your way through these items. Truly 
very simple stuff! It's little wonder businesses and government departments are now really flocking 
to the !nternet - seeing the web as a low cost way of letting the world know what they have to offer. 

Australian soccer currently has two major (unofficial) web sites (a collection of web documents). 
These sites are managed by Allan Watts from Brisbane and Thomas Esamie from Sydney. At the 
time of writing, these web sites provided information such as: latest news (Australian representatvie 
teams, NSL, player transfers etc); rumours; rep team statistics; NSL statistics; NSL club information; 
fixture lists, ASF and state federation contact information; state !eagues; Australian soccer media 
sources; Aussie soccer player photos; etc, etc.. These web sites are just getting bigger and better 
every week. The ASF would do itself no harm if it could eventually rope in people of the calibre of 
Thomas and Allan to promote such Aussie soccer information on the world wide web. 


Chatting 


To ‘chat’ on the Internet is to have a real-time conversation with other Internet users. Someone 
starts a chat session by typing what they want to say up on to the screen. Whoever else is logged 
on to that chat channel will see that message as soon as it is typed up, whether they be next door or 
in somewhere like Iceland. These other people then have an oppcertunity to reply, or say something 
else, which again everyone else on that channel can see. Conversation. 

Like e-mailing lists and newsgroups, there are literally thousands of topical channels which you 
can choose to chat on. including several soccer ones. There is usually no restriction to the number 
of people who can join in on a chat session. Thus while most of the thousands of channels usually 
have around 2,3 or 4 people chatting and/or listening at a time. some of the more popular ones have 
dozens of people. You can just listen in to a chat session if you're not feeling game enough to join in 
on one. 

The global aspect of the Internet makes the chatting instrument a real gem. In one chat session 
you can ‘talk’ to people from all corners of the globe. And with a earth-wide topic such as soccer, | 
really mean ail corners of the globe. The first time | chatted was on the night of this year’s English 
FA Cup final. Upon joining the 'soccer’ chat channel that night | followed the big game along with 
people from every cther continent on earth. From the privacy of our own living rooms and bedrooms, 
we were all following the game together. Some were listening on radio. Others watched it on TV. 
However, in some countries some people could only follow the game via another Internet chat 
channei where live commentary of the game was actually being typed on another chat channel! 
People were cheering, booing, the occasional argument would break out, and a few friendships were 
made. 'Keypals' - where people who meet during a chat session continue to correspond to each 
other (via e-mail for instance) - are made easily through chatting. Although still fairly new on the ‘net 
myself, I've already been cffered accomodaticn in places such as Turkey shou!d | ever choose to 
travel there! 


What you need to access the Internet 

Two basic things: the equipment, and access through an internet provider. 
Equipment 

A newish basic personal computer. And a modem. A modem is a device that connects your 
computer to your telephone socket. The type of computer you need depends on what else you want 
to do with it (games, home office, etc) and how much you can afford If you're buying your first 
computer then my only advice is don't just blindly walk into the computer departments of the big 


retail chain stores such as Grace Bros-Myer and Harvey Norman. Aijthough these places usualiy 
offer computers with well known brand names, they do so at prices usually much greater than you 
can get at a specialist computer shop. Don't be conned by the power of glossy colour advertising 
and presentation. Try to get at least a basic understanding of a computer and its components and 
associated jargon. Then check out the computer classified sections of newspapers and go fiom 


there. 

















Infernet aecess 


If you're lueky you may already have (or know someone who has) Internet access through your 
workplace or atthe place you study Otherwise you will have to get a basic understanding of how 
Internet access works and then check out what the several Internet service providers around can 
provide for your heeds and your dollars A basic &-inaii account inay only cost you from just a 
couple of cents a minute connection (on-line) time. And with e-mail, you only need to be on-line to 
send and/or receive e-mail You Gan prepare e-mail to send. or read e-mail that you've seceived, 
while off. line 

As is the case with buying a computer, don't just call up the Internet provider with the biggest ad 
inthe paper Investigate some of the growing lower key more local internet providers. These are 
basically people who have Internet access and a few telephone lines connected to their 
house/otlice/wherever These people then charge at rates generally a lot lower than the bigger welt- 
known Internet providers Some computer magazines (such as Your Computer) have lists of local 


Internet proveders 


Where to find out more . 

If you want to start from scratch with computers, then read up about them first! Some 
newsagents stock magazine-type publications with titles such as ‘How to buy a persona! computer’. 
These publications will teli you what you need to know, are cheaper than buying dDooKks, and are 
usuaily right up to date. Other options are libraries and bookshops. And taik to current computer 
owners and users as well if possible. 

With the Internet and computer communications being a new and faster moving phenomenon, 
computer magazines are probably the best source of information regarding the !nternet and how tc 
access it. A lot of iibraries and second hand book shops stock back issues of computer magazines, 
so flick through some older issues if you can. 

If the price of getting on the Internet is putting you off now, don't just forget about it altogether. As 
,, More and more people migrate to the 'net, overall prices should continue the recent trend of faliing. 
You could also possibly check out a Net cafe - a type of shop where computers connected ts the ‘net 
can be used by customers, at a price (per hour) of course. VVnile 'surfing the net’ you can sip a cup 
of coffee or two if you so desire. Apparently these cafes are springing up everywhere. 


As usual the editor gets the last word... 

Quite simply, if | had have known what was on it, | would have been on to it much sooner. 
A number of fans dump loads of (fairly accurate) statistics which can be useful sometimes, but the 
real bonus of this new medium is the ability to meet up with so many new people. Let's face it, there 
are loads of nutters out there who REALLY love their soccer. It's excellent having a 'pnone book’ of 
such peop!te. The North American e-mail list | was on for a week received over 300 messages. 
Many were irreievani of course, but the variety of information exchanged between fans was 
fascinating. e.g. Which cable stations are televising Copa America matches, where the cheer squad 
will be located at US home games, direct access to various soccer federations and television 
companies, | mean, the possibilities are endless. One excelient innovation was the ‘interview with 
US national ccach Steve Sampson, where fans could e-mail their questions and Sampson then 
responded in a lengthy ‘interview’ which was both informative and entertaining. 

| am one of the lazy ones who took ages to getting around to having a browse on the Net, but it's 
an experience evervone should do at least once. With a number of Net cafes around the maior cities 
it ain't too expensive to nave a look and see what's around. If anyone comes across anything which 
may be of use then PLEASE let us know and we'll print the details in future issues. 


A point to consider... 

A report surfaced in the Melbourne Sunday Age on August 13 about the AFL being less than 
impressed with a couple of Aussie Rules fans supplying basic information such as results, ladders, 
and generai player information on the internet. The fans received a stern letter warning the fans to 
remove the information or face court procedings. 

Thankfully - after initial apprehension - the ASF has not shown the same hardline attitude. There 
are a couple of very interesting web sites getting around but surely it would be in the ASF/SA's best 
interests to start their own web page. 


So you want to join the 'A League’? 
Concerned that your club is headed for the chop and faces state league oblivion? 


Hopeful of getting the nod from Hill & co and joining the NSL? 
Before you apply, try the ‘SU' questionnaire and see where your clubs future lies... 


1. The ASF shows concern at your club's antiquated facilities. Do you: 

a) show David Hill the council's plans that will make your stadium the best in the league 
b) tell the ASF that it's nothing a few tins of Taubmans wouldn't fix 

c) pull out your fedora, plead poverty and beg for donations from the supporters again 


2. The ASF wants proof of your clubs commitment to a youth policy. Do you: 

a) invite them to your club and show them the hundreds of kids you have at adjacent grounds 
b) defend your youth policy by saying its the best in the land 

c) quote WC Fields and reply that you never work with children or animals 


3. A megabucks foreign club wants your star striker. Do you: 

a) discuss the various options with your board, coach and the player before replying 
b) auction the player to the highest bidder 

c) insist they meet you in a city hctel with a suitcase of cash 


4. The ASF wants to know if you have a marketing policy. Do you: 

a) introduce them to your new full-time marketing whiz who will explain his exciting innovations 
b) tell David Hill that the game of soccer sells itself, so why advertise? 

c) confirm with them that yes, you get all your kiosk supplies at the market 


5. A potential sponsor calls you to discuss a possible deal. Do you: 

a) meet the sponsor to discuss how it could benefit both the company and the club 

b) get down on your knees and tell them that you would do anything jor it. Well, almost anything... 
c) tell him to send you a cheque and you'll invite him to the best and fairest night 


6. The receipts from you last home game have gone missing. Do you: 

a) immediately ring the police and insist they find those responsible 

b) set up an internal investigation and call for information to help find those ‘esponsible 
c) check the car boot again 


7. The local women's team call you for support. Do you: 

a) tell them you'd be happy to send two or three different players down to training once a month 

b) tell them how much you truly want to help, but money is short and the players are too busy 

c) throw them an apron and point them to the kitchen (after checking they can make turramasalada) 


8. Supporters launch a no-confidence motion in you. Do you: 

a) invite their representative(s) to a board meeting to discuss their complaints in a civilised manner 
b) issue a media statement calling for their support at the away game in Brisbane next week 

c) have the police throw out the trouble-makers 


9. A prominent newspaper calls you to do a story on your club. Do you: 
a) provide them with uniimited access to your players 

b) tell them to call the coach and get his agreement 

c) divert their call to the cleaning lady who speaks no English 


40. The ASF calls for all clubs to gain more community support. Do you: 

a) invite the local media and hundreds of kids to the club's annual pre-season farnily day 

b) tell them you've changed the ciubs ethnic name - what more do they want? 

c) tell the ASF you're local area is full of namby pamby new age types who prefer crystals to core: 
kicks 


If you answered ‘a’ to most questions the ASF’s number is (02) 360-6099 
'f you answered 'b' to most questions you have twelve months notice, Get the message? 


If you answered ‘c’ to most questions you are either in jail, awaiting trial or part of aclub thatis 


so Jurassic it wil become extinct. Sound like anyone you know? 











Chris Kunz was a foundation member of Canberra City Soccer Club - the first 
community-based team in the then PSL when it began in 1977. He was also the 
club's Junior Promotions Officer until 1981. He has no association with the 
Canberra Cosmos, who are set to enter the A League in 1995/96. Here he draws 
some interesting comparisons. 


Canberra in the NSL 


CANBERRA 
CITY 


Thea & Now 


Population 
TVlew: 207,000 in 1977 


Now: 301,090 in 1994 


Controlling Grou 

Then: Key people were invited to a meeting in 1976 to help get Canberra City under way. Many of 
hose not invited (mainly ACT Socce; Federation clubs and their representalives) were subsequently 
never supportive of Canberra City. 

Now: The Cosmos is run by the Executive of the ACTSF. 








Type of support 
Then: Community-based unti the decision to merge with the Greek backed Downer 
Olympic Club. Moving from from a position where people of all origins had mixed harmoniously and 
for a common cause, to one where Greek flags appeared in 1982 - alienating many. The end was 
now inevitabie. 
Now: Community-based once again, after David Hill and the ASF refused Canberra (read Croatia) 
Deakin's attempt to run the NSL entry. 


Crowd Content 

Then: Around 65% male with quite a few family groups. 

Now: Look for the ratio to change to 55% male or even less. Many more women and girls piay and 
understand the game. More women and family groups mean less likelihood of crowd trouble. 


Sponsorship & Finances 

Then: The biggest individual sponsor was locai car dealer Brian Pollock Ford, along with many 
smaller businesses. The Canberra City Soccer Club premises (later to be known as the City Club) 
carried the brunt of the developing debt. 

Now: Canberra is now a significantly larger market for any potential sponsor (of which there are said 
to oe three involved in negotiations). Canberra Deakin, who wanted to run tne entry themselves, 
predictably and unanimously voted not to assist the Cosmos financially, while Canberra City, now 


back in a good financial position narrowly voted against kicking in with a $260,000 sponsorsnin - for \ 


now. I'm sure Canberra City will change their tune once things get moving. 


Competition | 


Then: Canberra City was the first team to represent the city in a national sporting competition. 
Others followed: Cannons (sasketbal) in 1978; Raiders (rugby league) in 1982, though they didn’t 
shift from Seiffert Oval, Queanbeyan, to Bruce Stadium unti! 1990. 

Now: Since Canberra was last in the NSL in 1986, other sporting teams have entered the scene: 
itushrangers (baseball) in 1993 and Lakers (hockey). Of all the teams, the Bushrangers are the only 
lo play in summer - though they may fold - which would be a blessing as their pitcher's mound has 
disfigured the normally perfect Bruce Stadium. 


\ledia Support 


Then Generally very supportive, particularly in the early days. 


Now: TV news/sports coverage has been very fair, particularly that by former Olympic basketbalier 
Phil Lynch on the Prime (7) network. In contrast the soccer ‘experts’ have been cynical. Soccer 
writer Matt Taylor's articles in the Canberra Times can only be described as slanted and juvenile 
journalism. He seems to have the ear of all those disaffected by the appearance of the Cosmos. 
Many local fans have become very annoyéd with his altitude. Former Canberra City stalwart Steve 
Doszpot hosts Soccer Scene on radio FM 103.9 each Friday Morning. Doszpot had considerable 
links with Canberra Deakin and with Taylor as a recent regular guest, aiong with coaches seemingly 
ignored as advisors on Cosmos squad composition, the result is predictable. Listen for Doszpot 
changing horses if Cosmos become a2 going concern. 


Season 

Then: Winter. Canbera often has a maximum daily temperature in single digits from June to August. 
Only one of Canberra City's top ten maich attendances occurred during this period of the season - 
and that one was at the biginning of June. 

Now: Summer soccer - something Canberra City never had. Of all piaces, the contrast here in 
Canberra is greatest. A summer night at Bruce has to be experienced to be believed. Hopefully the 
decision will be made to play on Saturday nights (to allow for interstate visitors) with kick-off at 7pm 
to assist family groups to attend. 


Coach 
Then: Johnny Warren to begin with, followed by Vic Fernandez and others 
Now: Former Everton star Mick Lyons, who last coached in Brunei. 


Team Composition 

Then: Johnny Warren mixed talented oung iocals with imporis from South Africa and Britain (the 
British Mafia as Johnny called them, when signing off a loss with the comment "The British Mafia 
had it's say" on my piece of paper after a player coup had ieft him next to me in the press box!) 
Now: Likely to be a mix of capable local !eague players, former Canberra City stars still playing 
elsewhere, West Australians, British imporis and perhaps Paul Wade. 


Team Performance 
Year P WwW D 3 - A Pts Pos Avge Att. 


1977 26 5 7 14 22 39 17 13th/14 1,780 
1978 26 9 +0 14 28 41 20 13th/14 4.930 
1979 26 6 8 12 25 41 20 12th/14 4,081 
1980 26 z 4 12 34 33 21 10th/14 4,297 
1981 30 13 7 10 44 32 33 Sth/16 3,82S 
1982 30 4 10 13 37 54 24 15th/16 2,120 
1983 30 11 5 14 47 53 38 10th/16 74,907 
1984(A)28 12 1 15 46 39 25 Sth/12 1,384 
1985(N) 22 8 6 8 33 35 22 6th/12 1,497 
1986 22 ) 6 11 21 27 16 1Oth12 = 907 


Best attendance: 8,875 v Marconi in 1980, when Rale Rasic admitted that he hadn't heard any 
sound to match the Canberra roar that thundered down from the packed 6,000 seat grandstand 


Home Ground 

Then: Manuka Oval in 1977 and from then Bruce Stadium 

Now: Bruce Stadium (capacity 25.000) set in the picturesque and architecturally beautiful grounds of 
the AIS (visitors can arrange a guided tour). Despite what proud and parochial supporters elsewhere 
may claim, no A League venue could compare - approaching Bruce on a summer night with the 
ghost gums and the surrounding bush spattered with light from the four triffid-like lignt towers, one 
could almost believe the complex was the resuit of a special extra-terrestrial visitation 


In Summary... 
The court case over the league composition and the resulting freeze on transfer has proved to be 


a nightmare for the Cosmos, from both a playing staff and sponsoaship finalisation standpoint 
However, there are a number of comparatively positive indicators 
- Canberra's population has increased by neatly 50% since Canberra City’s ‘haleyon 


days' of 1978 

- More female spectators also means more money 

- By the time you read this Paul Wade may have been signed - he would certainly be 
great for projecting the club image 

- Bruce on a summer night is a wonderland - a far different proposition to the ground 
in winter... 


... I'l be queueing for a season ticket as soon as they go on sale! 





“Stuart Jones recently visited England, and upon returning agreed to have a chat 
with our mystery Sydney contributor ‘Redback’. So why DO our players go o/s? 
Is it for the money, the level of play, or is it just closer to the big clubs' scouts? 


How to slow the player drain 
(and other observations) 


R: What do you think are the main differences between the NSL and overseas leagues? 

SJ: I'd have to say that two years ago the NSL would have compared favourably with the 3rd or even 
2nd division of Engiand. However, | think it's probably fair to say that clubs like Sydney Clympic (for 
example) would struggle against the likes of Tranmere, Carlisle and even lowly Northampton would 
take some beating. | really can't see why the standard of football in this country should have 
dropped so dramatically and surely the player drain to overseas markets isn't the only resaon but 
must be seen as one of the major factors. We will never be able to stop players heading overseas of 
course but they should be playing in far better teams at a much higher standard. 


R: Is it fair to say that the lower divisions of Europe offer our players a way of improving their 
game or is it just that they pay more? 

SJ: Compared to the Belgian 2nd division, the NSL would certainly be on a par but the cash wouid 
have to be seen as the major reason for going there. The other possibility is that it's nearer to where 
the ‘big boys’ ply their trade and the chances of being ‘spotted’ are far greater than being stuck in 
Australia on the other side of the world. As for improving their game over there, difficult question, but 
I'd say no, it won't. It's become a joke that our players head off to 2nd division clubs and then don't 
get a start! 


R: Should the ASF/SA use these players when they retire unlike what's gone before when ex- 
players have not been utilised and basically lost to the game? 

SJ: YES! Frank Farina - although still piaying at present - nas had a few years o/s and played under 
some of the games best coaches, Graham Arnold and Robbie Slater are the same. If the current 
regime are serious about getting things moving they should employ the likes of these gentlemen. 

lf the governing bedy is committed to finding the ‘Austratian style’ of play, to pick the brains of these 
guys iS imperative. Indeed, until such time as they are ready to adopt a coaching position - albeit 
that they want to stay in the game that is - the ASF/SA should employ the game's best overseas 
coaches on a short-term basis. Learn what they have to offer and practice it but implemented with 
‘home-grown’ ideas and the game must improve. We have a history of losing talented people like 
Mick Hickman who is now at Leicester City. Why should someone of his immense talent have to ply 
his trade overseas when the game here is crying out for what he has to offer? | also believe that ALL 
players returning to Australia from piaying overseas for a number of years should be used as much 
as possible before years elapse and the ideas become out of date. Mitchell, Van Blerk, Edwards 
and Oldfield should also be used when they return because aithough they don't play in Engiand’s top 
flight the standard of the English ‘st division is far superior to here and to become a Premiership 
side of note will require a great deal of effort and flair. With so many overseas piayers heading to 
England these days, their top fiight must be seen as the greatest league in the world at this time and 
so the ideas will already be instilled which could help the game here. 


R: Would this help stop the player drain? 

SJ: It might but that's unlikely, Australia and the NSL clubs cannot compete with the money that is 
in the game overseas. What will need to be done is for the clubs here to discover and develop new 
talent. Sounds hard | know but the talent is here obviously otherwise we wouldn't be losing so much 
of it to Europe, would we? 


R: How could clubs afford to discover/develop talent AND keep costly overseas coaches on 
their books too? 
S.J Mick Hickman reckons that promotion is the key. The ciubs need to promote the game and 
themselves more. At Leicester they employ around 100 people in the Commercial Department. 
(\kay, so the game is bigger there and Australian clubs could never afford that but Leicester City is 
situated in.an area probably far better known for its rugby union side. The NSL clubs must surely 
‘ealise that they must expand and to do so means tc siop the practice of staying within the 
cvumunity In order to broaden their horizons they must reach a bigger audience but that dces not 
ean they have to forget their origins as some suggest. As an Aussie kid growing up in Sydney | felt 
'hiealened gaing to certain games as | was not of the ‘team’s background’ shall we say. Whilst we 
ithe UK SSOD/ASEA acknowiedge that these supporters have every right to follow their ciubs, 
petliaps some of them can think about the future, accept that without FULL integration of football 


supporters from ethnic backgrounds, the game can only stagnate and remain a backwater for 
producing tadpoles that turn into frogs in Europe. | agree with Brockie when he says: “we must ALL 
work together". 


R: So you feel that better promotion of the game is what is sorely needed? 

SJ: Better promotion is cetainly needed as virtually EVERY club is missing out on even the 
simplest forms of it. A Marketing Dept wouldn't go amiss either and we would be happy to help any 
club with suggestions etc. You have to congratulate the ASF/SA on appointing Dave Woolley but he 
needs someone in there to support him. Probably the first question | was asked in the UK by the 
writers over there is: “is football in Australia professional?" | couid only repiy that possibiy two or 
three clubs are but the rest are part-timers. With this answer most of them looked bemused and 
shook their heads. Most people know about 'non-league’ football in the UK and the standard there 
would certainly raise a few eyebrows here but that aside, the idea of a 'non-professionai’ nationai 
league beggers belief. Marketing has to be seen as the answer and a fuller integraticn cf the 
supporters is a must. 


R: Is there any truth in the rumour that you have been talking with the ASF/SA recentiy? 
SJ: Nol Micky spoke with George Negus and apparently a meeting will de set up between AFSA 
tuds Up and themselves but he hasn't heard anything to date. (Micky Brock butts in) For the 
record, yes | have spoken to George and the possibility of a meeting between the aforementioned 
parties cannot be ruled out but at this point in time I'm not holding my breath waiting. I've heard this 
phrase before and am still waiting but I'm told George is a down to earth sort of bloke and so have 
no reason to believe anything different other than whal was said. | spoke to Kevin (‘SU' editor) 
about it and obtained a few papers from him which were forwarded together with a six page 
document from us. 


R: What did these papers contain? 

MB: The details of what the papers contained are not for public airing at this time. Should they 
become an issue in the future we will happily discuss them. This interview ts with “Mrs Jones’ boy". 
thank you. 


R: Is there any point in asking Micky another question and do you know what the papers 
contained? 

SJ: No, once he says that, that’s your lot and yes, | do know what the papers are about as ! helped to 
compile them. 


R: Can you tell us a little more perhaps? 
SJ: NO! 


R: Thanks for your time Stuart. 


So, the game would appear to have worsened recently, at least in the eyes of one young Aussie. 
And | did try to get some news out of the guys about the chat with Mr Negus but to nc avail. 
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. ; Ww - are. if recent moves in 
If anything upsets players more than anything else it is having the relegation rules changed Sometimes Oz soccer fans don't realise how well off they are. But if " re / 
halfway through a match. Or a season. Turmoil in Oz soccer is not restricted to the NSL, as the media market-place are any indication it may not be too Jong before they do. 
the current Victorian Premier League enters the closing stages. Or should that be were... 


eee Get ready for the television revolution 


David Hill revealed many new policy directions at the summit, and one area which is going to 
cause Australian fans much restlessness in the coming months Is the delicate area of pai ek sat 
Let's be honest, Oz fans are amongst the luckiest In the world when it comes to free-to-air eee 
SBS have continuously delivered the goods over _— — a bun cg commitment to 

‘ if their coverage of the NSL has been less than In = . | 
sia ea ner ae that ae enjoyed a cosy relationship with Rockdale in the setae Sure 
Hiil determined to see the domestic game on commercial television by the end of the century 
must first break the stranglehold SBS has over the NSL, and indeed the ASF. 


It's all happening in Victoria .... 


While the decision to axe three clubs from the NSL has caused plenty of shockwaves. the fallout 
has been heaviest in Victoria. With two clubs dumped back to the Victorian Premier League, the 
VSF has had to make a decision on whether to increase next season's league to 16 clubs cr 
relegate four clubs at the end of this season. It chose the latter. 

This suddenly produced a rash of anxiety amongst clubs in the bottom haif of the VPL, and in 





varticuiar at Preston. You may remember that Preston Lions signalled their intention to rejoin the 
NSL earlier this year, a proposal that brought howls of ridicule from Greek fans and plenty of head- 
stratching from the rest of us as we wondered how Hill's de-ethnicising pclicy would welcome a 
strongly backed Macedonian club back into the fold. 


Preston must have fancied their chances at one point as they did win the VPL grand finai last 
year and looked to have as much chance as any other Victorian club of pinching a spot in next 
season's NSL tine-up. But Preston have gone through an uncharacteristic bad patch in recent 
monihs and found themselves battling to avoid relegation on the last day of the season. A tactically 
naive performance in strong winds against Box Hill resulted in a bad 0-1 home loss and Preston now 
face the very real prospect of playing in State League Division 1 in 1996. | say prospect because 
there is an appeal pending with respect to three points the Lions were docked after playing two 
ineligible players earlier; in the season. The smart money is on the appeal being unsuccessful - even 
Preston player (but for how long?) Brett Chalmers admitting the chances aren't good. This should 
please Springvale, who sit one place above the relegation zone. For more information see ‘Get the 
book out’ on page 30. 


The VSF have plenty of problems on their plate at the moment, and in some instances itis a 
barbed-wire fence they are straddling. With Heidelberg and the Zebras being dumped they naturally 
want to be seen by those clubs to be in their corner, hence the spoiling tactics used by the VSF with 
respect to Hill's agenda. Yet the VSF must be relishing the chance to have two strongly supported 
clubs ‘for state league level) back in their Premier League. 

It's probably worth mentioning here that another reason the VSF didn’t like the idea of the NSL 
season starting on Sept 16/17 was that the VPL grand final is scheduled for that weekend. 

Let's see if there is a change of heart come crunch time. 


ee Ee ee ee ee ee ee EE Ee 
ee a ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee or 


Big chance for more blood and guts on the telly? 


Infotainment has become the television catchphrase of the '90's, and long-suffering idiot- box 
watchers have been bombarded with weekly doses of 'Healthy,Wealthy & Wise, Behind the Wheel, 
Weddings, Your Money, Burke's Backyard . well, you know the sort of programs. | can't help 
thinking if there is a chance being missed for somebody here 

As a nation of sportaholics we enjoy nothing more than either playing sport or watching it. Gut, 
there aren't a great deal of programs that actually teach you anything about it. Specifically, we have 
yet to see a locally produced TV documentary or series on sports injuries Before you ask why, just 
think for a moment about the high ratings enjoyed by the dozens of medical drama series over the 
past few years. For some reason or; another, viewers have a macabre sense of fascination when it 
comes to other people getting hurt. 

A one-off special (or even a weekly series) detailing the different types of injuries sustained on the 
field, the best method of on-field treatment. actual footage of knee reconstructions (a la Gazza: The 
Comeback) as well as rehabilitation tips and warm-up/warm-down routines for the different sports 
would, I'm sure, be lapped up by the sporting public. It might even help us enjoy our sport a bit more 
and save some very embarrassing moments when a teammate or an opponent does nimself an 
injury during a match. What is the best way to recover from getting smacked in the nuts from close 
range anyway? 





First of all, Hill will be eager to introduce competition into 
the market place. SBS's coverage of the domestic game 
has improved immeasurably in recent times, but a monopoly 
breeds complacency, and occasionally a disregard for the 
needs of it's consumers. For example, | firmly believe that 
SBS have ignored the wishes of the fans repeatedly in 
recent times, most notably with their decision not to televise 
vital finals matches last year. 

When Galaxy offered Uncle Stavros the chance to trade 
in his taxi for a more serious job it signalled a desire to 
eventually show top Australian soccer. Fer now, they must 
be content with screening NSW Waratah Cup matches, with 
a likelihood of NSW finals matches as well. But how long 
will they be content with second division stuff - especially 
_. with Foxtel and Optus Vision on the horizon? Galaxy are 

- about to launch a new show called ‘Premier Goals’ which 
will be hosted by Andy Paschalidis, and it is almost certain 
some NSL matches will be screened live on Galaxy during 
the upcoming season. This will cause great consiernation 
at Artarmon and we can expect more court action in the 


coming months. 


With Foxtel and Optus Vision almost upon us, both networks will be keen to add local product to 


i i ire of tractor racing and bog snorkelling. 
their menu, particularly as Australian viewers will soon tire o - 
Expect ine serious bidding to go on behind closed coors In the coming Weeks, as menses 
already left the starting gate with securing rights to the 1997 cricket tour to South Africa and Optus 


lined up Shefiieid Shield matches. | 
—— eee soccer is affected? Well, it may be sooner than you think. A potential blow for 


soccer fans (and SBS) was the Australian Broadcasting Authority's decision that only the wih up 
and English FA Cup are considered to be "of sufficient importance’ to justify guaranteed free e at : 
coverage. in other words, all those Euro club finals we get up in the middle of the night for each ye: 
may not be seen solely (if at all) on SBS next season. 


So where does all this leave Oz soccer fans? Inevitably there will be plenty who vil be very | 

d Soccer | oll. ~OCCce 
unhappy, cr broke. SBS will continue to screen stalwarts such as World Soccer and Itah an Soccer, 
out after having it so good for so long, NSL fans may well be forced to choose between the tk ll 
room and the terrace. For fifteen years we have been able to sit and home and wateh an tn recdible 
amount of soccer for free. Those days are almost over. 


And if you think 'SU' is being just a little pessimistic about all of this, then we a! " uld ane that 
we have been watching with great interest the way American soccer fans eer " - : : rv Fe Ma 
shafted over the past couple of years, and will continue to be for some time rie : : ; | . A te 
visit obscure bars and clubs in some parts of the country while other lans had nowhere al 


even though the US national team was making history at the Copa America, and with the television 


rights for Goid Cup matches and US Cup matches signed away until at feast 1909 there satel 
chance of any free-to-air soccer for the national team for some years. It will be interesting to see 
what happens if the US makes It to France '98, 








From Vanuatu.... 
The Qualifiers... 


May 22 
May 24 
May 26 


Prel Fiji 4-0 
Semi-f Vanuatu 6-0 
Final New Zealand 1-0 


The sun rose in the east and Australia won another qualifying tournament. Ah well, it's always 
good to whack a few goals in before heading off to face the big boys. As expected we faced the only 
other half-decent mob in the region in the final, and in the end it took a single goal to end the Kiwis 
dreams, although eye-witnesses suggest the scoreline could have had a greater disparity had the 
pitch been flat... That is becoming a real problem in the land they call Oceania, and Charlie 
Dempsey and co owe it to the players to provide the best possible facilities for major championships. 
It's all very well for Havelangists to preach the need for promotion and encouragement of the 
minnows, but at what cost the game itseif? At least the Aussies had some experience of second- 
rate organization - something that would come in handy a couple of months later. 


We would have loved to have provided our readers with more information on the Joeys South 
Pacific romp ; however Soccer Australia couldn't come to the party. We requested basic information 
such as team line-ups and goalscorers. All we got (which are very grateful for nonetheless) was a 
series of media releases. An example follows: 


The Coca-Cola Joeys, Australia's U/17 team, defeated New Zealand in the final of the 
Oceania Qualification Tournament today. Friday 26th May, 1995. The final score, 1-0, 

whilst being no reflection on the difference between the two sides, will se2 the Oceania 
Champions represent the region at the L/iL7 World Youth Championship in Equador from 4 - 
20 August 1995. The winning goal was scored by Yane Talcevsh. 


Australia has now qualitied for all six (6) FIFA’U17 World Youth Championships and is 
currently ranked in the top four nations in the world at this age group. 


The Coca-Cola Joevs will retum to Svdnev on Saturday 27th May on Air Vanuatu flight 
NFL! at 6.1@pm. 


The Coca-Cola Joeys can be contacted on 0011 678 22040 (phone) or 0019 678 23340 ( fax). 


For further informatioon........ 


It is worth pointing out that the bold type for Coca-Cola was the only bold print on the release. 


We wonder 


what else COCQ-CoO1Q get for their multi-million dollar sponsorship... 


The squad for Ecuador 


Goalkeepers 


Adam Brodbeck (12.10.78) NSW Academy Robert Matosevic (23.09.78) SA Sports Inst. 
Defenders 
Colin Azzopardi {16.09.78) Vic. Inst. Sport Sebastian Sinozic (14.09.78) Parramatta Eagles 


Daniel Ucchino (11.10.78) Marconi Academy Chris Coyne (20.12.78) Perth Italia 
Nicholas Johns (28.12.78) Adamstown Rosebud 


Midfielders 


Clayton Bell (21.09.78) Vic. Inst. Sport 
Harry Kewell (22.09.78) NSW Academy 
John Maisano (06.01.79) Vic. Inst. Sport 


Brett Emerton (22.02.79) NSW Academy 
Michael Galluzzo (17.11.78) Marconi-Fairfield 
Yane Talcevski (29.08.78) Sydney United 


Nicholas Rizzo (09.06.79) Sydney Olympic ilya Prenzoski (67.08.78) Aust. Inst. Sport 
Forwards 
Miehael Cunico (17.03.79) Marconi-Fairfield Daniel Allsopp (10.08.78) Vic. Inst. Sport 


Luke Tomich (04 12.79) Marconi-Fairfield 





£0 Ecuador 


..and the Finals 


Aug 4 (Riobamba) Grp Spain 2-2. Daniel Allsopp 12, 77 

Aug 6 (Riobamba) Grp _ Nigeria 0-2 

Aug 9 (Riobamba) Grp Qatar 3-0 Harry Kewell 43, Daniel Allsopp 47, 58 
Aug 13 (Porto Viejo) 71/4 fin Brazil 1-3. Daniel Allsopp 34 


After a series of promising warm-up matches the Joeys were ready to take on the might of Spain in 
their opening encounter in Riobamba. Victorian Daniel Allsopp put Oz ahead after only 12 minutes 
foliowing a long kick from ‘keeper Adam Brodbeck, a deserved lead after Chris Coyne had earlier nit a 
post. That goal was enough to give Australia a slender half-time lead but Spain bounced back early in 
the second half through a Duarte penalty and a goal from Miguel Ferrer Martinez. Michael Cunico then 
hit the woodwork before a dazzling run by Maisano provided an opportunity for Allsopp to score his 
second and tie up the game with less than a quarter of an hour remaining. 

With the other Group C match between Nigeria ana Gatar finisning 1-1, it was going to be a very tight 
finish to the group... 


Just when Les Scheinflug thought he'd done al! he could to prepare his team along came a ‘mystery 
virus’ to potentially put the previous eighteen months preparation to waste. Having to avoid defeat 
against Nigeria was going to be tough anyway, without the added burden of three firsi-choice players 
and two reserves confined to bed. Despite the illness sweeping through the Joey's camp the under- 
strength team had their chances to clinch a quarter fina! place after Allsopp had earned a first-naif 
penalty, only to see John Maisano's effort saved. Nigeria upped the tempo after the break and went 
ahead through Anyamkygm after 57 minutes before the Africans completing the scoring through a 
marvellous solo effort from Obiora with time almost up. Meanwhile, Spain's 1-0 defeat of Qatar meant 
Oz needed to defeat the west Asians by three goals and hope Nigeria and Spain did not draw their final 
group match. 


Luck played a huge part as Australia realised their aim of reaching the quarter finals when they 
inflicted a 3-0 defeat on Qatar. A wonderful team effort was studded with a 43rd minute goal from full- 
back Harry Kewell, and a second half brace from gun forward Daniel Allsopp. The Joeys enjoyed the 
half-time break secure in the knowledge they would face only 10 men in the second half after Sultan 
Matif was sent off a minute after Kewell had opened the scoring. Oz took over after the interval and weve 
unlucky not to win by a bigger margin, but the victory meant nothing if Nigeria and Spain drew four hours 
later. It would be interesting to know why the final group matches were not played simultaneously, as 
this is the sort of situation which brings predictable sterile deadlocks in the ‘third’ games. As it happened 
the Spanish ‘keeper delivered a Beasant-like howier five minutes from full-time to give the Joeys the 
chance to go to Porto Viejo. 


It would be nice to beat those bloody Brazilians one day. | still think about what might have been in 
1993 at Olympic Park, but U-17 level provides the best chance to beat the South American masters and 
when that man Allsopp notched his fifth goal in four matches with a brilliant long-range effort the soccer 
press must've been preparing some historic headtines. As usual though the masters taught the 
apprentices another trick or two about finishing in the second half with goals from DaCruz and der reitas 
ensuring an all South American semi final. 

Considering the championships were held in a ‘third world’ venue which invariably means hid world 
amenities, the boys have once again done Australia - and Oceania - proud, While FIFA mean well by 
holding major championships in developing counitries, they really must ensure thal basic conditions are 
met, and judging the comments made by Les Scheinflug and head of the delegation Mr John Hedison 
it will be very interesting to read FIFA's report on the event. Or perhaps they don't consider hot showers 
a pre-requisite. 


Speciai mention must be made of Daniel Alisopp, who despite winning the Golden Ball for 
linishing top scorer (on a countback) at the titles, has declared his intentions to play tn 
Australia at least until the 1997 WYC in Malaysia. We only wish other young talented players 
would follow his lead and give his country a chance to see him in the nalional leaque before 
leading o/s to make their fortune. 
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Dear ‘Studs Up" po Box 53, Oakleigh South, 3167 


first up this month Is Stephen Predny, recent subscriber to ‘SU’, and If this {s any indication 
of his handiwork we look forward to him becoming a regular contributor. As you may have 
guessed from that gushing praise, he wins our ‘Letter of the Month’. 


Dear ‘Studs Up' 


Dear oh dear oh dear. I've just read the editorial from the Greek Herald that appeared in ABSW's 
edition from August 15. 

Character assassinations of Mssrs Hill and Negus must be on the menus at all the Greek 
restaurants in Melbourne. Feeding yourselves on your own fears, knowing full well that the medicine 
Mr Hill is dishing out, although not to your liking, is the medicine that this game needs to take it out 
of the hands of narrow-minded tortured souls who expound their virtues of "What we've done for the 
game" and of course “what you haven't done for the game". 

For the life of me | fail to see what you've actually done. Dol see soccer plastered all over the 
pages of sporting magazines or newspapers, do | see hours of TV devoted to the game, do | hear 
radio programs expounding the virtues of our wonderful sport? Well, no. And it's not just a little no. 


It's a big NO, a NO that says to me the Editor of the Greek Herald has done bugger all in promoting 
soccer to the greater Australian population. 


Ah! But by your reckoning it is David Hill who must bear the brunt of all the shortcomings of the 
ASF and the NSL. Lack of sponsor, NSL losing money etc etc etc - all these problems created by Mr 
Hill and his cohort in crime Mr Negus. 

Tsk, tsk Mr Hill. How dare you touch the Holy Grail of organization, the symbo! of sound business 
and management that is the ASF and NSL. Contrary to this notion, up until the last few years the 
ASF has been the bastion of ignorance and ineptitude, a political and business dinosaur that has 
been unable to make decisions let alone carry them through, and has bowed to criticism from the 
likes cf the ‘Editor of the Greek Herald’, Few people would argue that those involved in the ASF 
during this time were hard working, honest people with the best intentions, but alas they were not 
businessmen. They didn't have the knowledge or willpower to change the direction of the ASF or 
NSL and make it into a commercially viable business. They certainly had the best product going 
around and yet they couldn't sell it to the greater Australian community. 

Why? Could it be that they were being torn apart from within by exactly the same type of people 
who bury their heads in the sand, demand no change, and then write such sidicuious editorials that 
appear in the Greek Herald. Sports such as rugby league, basketball, rugby union and Aussie rules 
forge ahead for no good reason and yet soccer flounders way behind. 


There are basically just two reasons for this. 
(1) poor marketing skiils 
(ii) an even poorer product to market 


When | sey an even poorer product to market I'm not talking about soccer itself - I'm talking about 
the clubs involved. So many are ethnic dominated - who could forget the sight of a Nazi flag at the 
finai of the NSL a few years back or the chant of Croatia going off in the background in last year's 
final. What a wonderful advertisement for the premier soccer competition in Australia. Does the 
Editor for the Greek Herald have a solution for this problem? | bet he does but he's not going to say 
it publicly. 

To say your article was appalling is an understatement. Your article was not oniv offensive to Mr 
Hill but thousands of other Australians - the silent majority who for too long have watched the ethnic 
clubs use their clubs as political tools hidden behind the facade of “we're a football club". 

The bastardization of soccer would be complete if left in the hands of you and your cronies. You 
certainly do not have the god given right to demand anything - you do not give answers just criticism. 
David Hill is not perfect but he can see the potential of this game - he knows it can become an 

essentia! part of Australian culture and he knows decisions have to be made and followed through. 
He's not making hollow promises, he is addressing issues which for too long have been ignored, and 
'! decisions are made which are detrimental to certain groups of people and puts these people 
onside then so be it. 

| say get off David Hill's back - if you need to criticise make it constructive not vindictive, and 
fermember you are an editor - you have a position of responsibility not only to your paper but to the 
Australian community in generai. Don't flaunt that responsibility - be fair. 


Dear 'Studs Up’, . 

In reference to 'SU4', | wish to make the following points. 
- Why do we have to ring the ASF to get information on upcoming events? Where is the 

essionalism in that? . 
é oo of professionalism is shown again in your report on the ‘Soccer Summit’ where various 
speakers came unprepared or just to fuel their own egos or worse still, to use the opportunity as ? 
point scoring exercise. Then we wonder why the game in this country hasn't fulfilled its potential! 
- Yes, the ASF publications are just too lightweight to attract a regular readership and we are being 
taken for a ride at international matches, when the overseas teams don't bring their best players and 
when we don,t get our best players back. Mind you, what do you expect when such games are 
organised at such haste and we use these games to give players like Frank Farina a farewell. Not 
even countries like England do this. i.e. no special farewell for legends like Keegan, Shilton, 

ineker etc. 

‘ aye bad luck fer those whose toes David Hill has stepped on since becoming chairman of the 
ASF. He's only doing what our own soccer people should have done many years ago. i.e. make 
some tough decisions! Too bad now, they had their opportunity. Whether you agree with Hill or not, 
at least the man has a plan. Yes, a plan! That's not to say | don,t feel sorry for the relegated clubs, 
especially when some of them were forced to spend tnousands of dollars on lights and other 

iliti ason. | . 
gern Ne eon the the ‘Soccer Summit’ a new phenomena was discovered, that is providing the 
media with information kits. This after 18 years of the NSL being formed. Take note of the AFL's 
marketing of football. Just recently they put on the merchandise market a tie showing a great mark 
from many years ago. Yet we stili fail to recognise the heroes of 1974! The next AFL entry, Port 
Adelaide, recently sent their Chief Executive ~ the USA five sete research the latest 

i nd administration systems in professionai sport over tnere! ' ; 

oo pce | heard George Neguid (on Adelaide radio) predict a change in names for the ASF and 
NSL. He stated that such names do not mean anything to the average Austraiian. Yet, what does 
his preferred name for the NSL "A League” mean? Maybe it's too early to judge his SPOUT io 
the ASF commission. By the way, what's wrong with John Warren being involved in the running the 
game. The man has proved time and time again over the years that he's a visionary, wnich our great 
game needs. 


Lou Maratos 
Glen Osmond, SA. 


A couple of months back ‘Soccer International’ printed a very good interview with John Warren who 
confirmed the reason he did not run for Chairman is that it is an honorary position which waiird unve 
presented conflicts of interest with respect to his work with SBS and other business interesis. Ae for 
the 'A League’ | can only assume they have borrowed the idea from the highly successful J League. 

an idea which has been lifted by Korea and Malaysia. Might sound strange bui perhaps the ASF 
could raise the possibility of a four team tournament contested by the winners of — - a a [ 
agues? - 


Maurice Hawling is another Oz fan who believes the ethnic factor is holding the game back, 
and makes a heart-felt plea to the ‘new broom’. 


Dear ‘Studs Up’, 


My response to your survey was very restricted so! thought | may enlarge upon ita little and geta 
few things off my chest. 


In my view soccer in Australia has been hijacked by the ethnics, depriving many : - , ware 
from the enioyment of the game. | haven't attended a NSL match since my local club St Ge a we ; 
kicked out. It was my loca! district club with no ethnic connotations and | felt at home yee Whe ‘ 
St George was gone there was no club for me to follow. Croatia, Marcon and Olympic | didn’t give i 
damn about what they represent and neither does any other Sydney sider unless he belongs to one 


of their ethnic groups. 
My only contact with soccer are the internationals and they are lew and far between 


Ethnic domination of soccer is a terminal cancer and it cannot be cured with aspirin, tt eae a 
surgeon's knife. All the other problems we may have marketing, full professionalism, csr meni ie 
national league, low attendances, media attitude etc, they all emanate from the same problem. Th 
greatest wizard in marketing could not sell this Mediterranean league to the Oz public. 

















In my view, Sydney, Melbourne. and Adelaide should have two clubs each in the league. They 
must have one match a week plus Canberra, Morwell, Wollongong, Newcastle, Brisbane and Perth 


to start with. If a New Zealand team joined it would be an added attraction. The season should be 
as long as possible as it would bring extra revenue. 


My letter would not be complete it | didn't point out the absurdity of a club named after a scientist, 
namely Marconi. | con't Know of any soccer league in any country in the world that would be named 
after a scientist. Where is the connection? Imagine glamour European clubs being called Einstein, 
Pasteur, Copernicus, Newfon, Darwin etc. Cup Winners’ final - Da Vinci playing Edison or Galileo. 


To have full professionalism we must have more spectators coming through the turnstiles and 
they are not interested to watch Croatia playing Hellas or whatever. The same applies to the media 
and sponsors. Cure the main problem and all the other problems will cure themselves. By now you 
must think “well, this bloke is a real ethnic basher". | have news for you. Let my name not deceive 
you. | am not'true biue’. | came to this country from Europe in 1949. 


“ 


My plea to those in power is - please give Oz soccer back to the Aussies! 


The announcement of a tweive tearn competition in 1995/96 suits 'SU' subscriber (and 
Professor Emeritus!) Peter Bayliss just fine. In fact he's come up with a schedule which saves 


travelling expenses, provides more ‘derby’ matches, and even allows eight tearns to make the 
play-offs... 


Although the move to have three rounds (33 games instead of 22 games) is good, there are two 
problems as follows: 
a) some teams will play more home games, hence financial problem to divide the gate. 
b) the home grcund advantage wil! be different amongst the last 13 games. 


My suggestion is to have two divisions of 6 teams based upon geographical proximity. Each 
team would play each other team on a home and away basis to give 22 rounds (2 x 11). Additionally, 
each team would play each other team in their division on a home and away basis to give 1G rounds 


(2 x 5}. This is a total of 32 games, which is similar to the proposed 33 games. The divisions 
suggested are as foliows: 


Northern Southern 
Brisbane Canberra 
Newcastle Melbourne Knights 
Sydney United South Melbourne 
Sydney Olympic Morwell Falcons 
Marconi Fairfield Adelaide City 
Wollongong West Adelaide 


=or the playoffs, | suggest the top 4 teams in each division. The semi-finals would be home and 
away 1 v 4 and 2 v 3 for each division. The division final would be winner of 1 v 4 against the winner 
of 2v 3 home and away for each division final. The grand final would be between the division 
winners. This system involves 5 rounds like the present set-up; however it involves 8 teams instead 
of S teams, and means 13 games instead of 9 games. 


The advantages are summarized as follows: 

1) The number of derby games (games between teams in the same city) will increase from 15 to 
29, since teams in the same city would play in the same division hence better crowds. The additional 
derby games will involve less travelling, which means a saving on cost and time. 

2) More winners: two division winners instead of one minor premier Since the fans like to follow 
a winning team, this will create greater crowds. In addition, fans prefer to follow a team that is no 
lower than sixth rather than twelfth. 

3) The possibility exists of obtaining individual spensors for each of the divisions. A sponsor may 
not want an Australian wide sponsorship, but may take a northern or southern division: 

4) A play-off series is more legitimate, since there is no overall winner after the regular schedule 
so that it would be desirable to have more teams in a play-off series, hence the suggestion of eight 
teams rather than six. In addition, there is a steady build-up towards the final 


In Summary, my proposal avoids the two problems given at the beginning of the article. The ioss 


of one round (6 games) is more compensated by the additional four play-off games and extra five 
‘Derby games 


— 


No letters page would be complete without a contribution from Henry Wizgier, This tine, 
rather than concentrate on one topic, Henry goes for the ‘tid-bits' approach... 


What's wrong with Friday night? ~~ | 
We all know that soccer here is limited and forced into the off-peak’ season by other sports namely 


rules and league which have the winter all to themselves. Most NSL matches are played on ° apaaY 
evenings, which seems to be a ridiculous night to play with work and school the next dealinle 
mean, why not just play on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays or Thursdays? Sure they play 
Sundays in Europe - but that's in the AFTERNOONS - and not in summer. % eet 
But what's the matter with playing some games on Friday nights and the rest on Saturdays, whieh 
seems to me the most logical of all? In fact, rugby league in Sydney sussed this one out seme tine 
ago. My formula for the soccer season here would be to play ALL NSL matches on eee? i va 
Saturday evenings, when there's no ye for — = si a no work to get in th 
‘lars’ afterwards to eitheys ceiebra | | 
ag Sa nae be reserved for a good, solid one-hour SBS TV ‘Soccer ath ights ane 
round-up’ program featuring one main match and all the geals from the rest, as per lialian ar 
English football. 


in-bins | 
Ss a recent issue of World Soccer there was a ‘quote’ from Andy Roxburgh which os ~ 
"I'm against the sin-bin... In the northern European climate you'd risk players dying of pa ape 
Ha, ha, ha, very witty. But, wait a minute! What about substitutes? Don't THEY risk ying oO ‘i 
frostbite tco? Not to mention coaches, trainers etc, etc. As a matter of fact lam very much a ayer 
of the sin-bin and if THAT is the sort of argument tinat the anti-sin-bin brigade comes up es \ . a 
there is NO argument against it. | believe that this form of punishment which, in view of ‘B acts 1s 
no more than a rap over the knuckles. is long overdue in soccer. It is surely the PERFLC ative 
compromise between a yellow-card and a red one. But, perhaps it needs a i Seale oe a kane 
itself from ice-hockey and make it unique to football. How abcut simply, THE CCOLER! Of, give ita 
uniquely Australian flavour THE ESKY! 


England A.B,C? . crakhe . 
Ancther interesting quote via the same mag comes from England's boss Terry Venables 


ial "The ( ; Ss eve here to get games, but othes 

HE cjaims... "The (English) FA has sent faxes ana faxes everyw oT 

“eanies have got their own qualifying matches”. Yet, Thommo tells us that the English coula only 

offer Australia a game against the 'B’ team because their senior team was fully booked up wit! 
oe sae aa . Le | 

. SOMEBODY is telling us 'porkies' and as Thommo has alreacy been cleared and massed as an 

“onest and truthful character following the Senate Inquiry - It ebviously can't be nim. 


And finally, we considered having a celebrity letters section this month but we only got one... 


Dear Sir/Madam or otherwise, (‘Studs Up' you idiot! - ed.) fat og 
For some time | have been meaning to write to you regards your magazine, Studs Up 
In keeping with my credo of keeping it as simple as possible, let me offer my heartiest 
congratulations on a fine publication and | wish you a long and healthy lifespan : otto 
it’s a terrific read, although | beg thet you bear in mind that | struggle with words tn excess of & 
retiers. 


Cheers, 
Blakey ¥ 
Yes, contributions are VERY welcome, 

‘SU’ has received a few letters querying the Melbourne bias (q'day Greg) and we are in ie 
process of amending that situation by blackmailing certain people into hecoming Hi i gui 7 
contributors. But the invitation has always been there for anybody lo stale thei views, whether | en 
a letter or (preferably) a feature iength article. in fact 'SU' looks forward to the day when we ca 
spend more time distributing and marketing the ‘zine than writing i RR an | 

So don't be afraid - don't be put off by not owning a lypeyviite dant think theyll bes | 
smartarse comment preceding it - don't be afraid to be nunca 


| Well, try not to be mundane perhaps... 








Music maketh the difference 

Am | the only person who is sick and tired of the endless mindless Euro-techno-dance crap that 
SBS feel obliged to run at the beginning and end of most of their soccer programs? 
Try and remember the last time you didn’t hear a drum machine rat-tat-tatting away metronomically 
in the background. Not everyone enjoys nightclub music all the time. 
Ar over-reaction you say? Well. ihat maybe so But 2 bit of variety wouldn't hurt, and if the music 
men at Antarmon aren't sure where to !ook they can always tune in te some rival networks. Start with 
Channel Nive. The Grand Prix (“see below) coverage is admittedly more at home with some up- 
tempo rock music, but who Is to say any football code Is any different? if SBS insist on providing us 
with instrumental music can they at least supply us with something a little less braindead? 
Suggestions? The !ikes of Joe Satriani, Steve Vai, Steve Morse and even Tommy Emmanuel all 
nave the ability to stimulate the aural organs while the optics are having a gocd time. As the 
cvapanese say... Please Consider... 
* What ts the plural of Prix? 


Linesman - The toughest job in soccer? 

There is no more thankless task in soccer then acting as a !inesman. How often have you yelled 
abuse at a tinesman who stuck the flag up when the attacker was atleast 3 yards ONside? Vell, 
when was the last lime you tried looking at two things at once? And quite ofien those two things 
(the kicker and the target) are 20-30 yards apart! So what is the answer? Four linesmen? Two 
referees? Electronic eyes? No, like all other sports the rules of soccer have some truly grey areas, 
and the fen tn the outer is entitled to pay his $10 and abuse the officials. Er, good-naturedly of 
course. 

However, one point that the referees association needs io seriously look at is the inability of it's 
members to accurately judge ten metres. Naturally I'm referring to the building of walls in and 
around the eighteen yard box. The incident in the Oz/Ghana match in Perth mentioned in 'SU4' 
‘where Markovski was awarded a free-kick about a poofteenth outside the box and the Ghana wall 
was constructed level with the pena'ty spot) was the latest in the endless series of examples where 
referees fail to jully penalise the defending team. We are not asking for additional line markings in 
different colours, just some referees who can count to ten. After all, we all know defenders can't 
count that far 


While we're querying referee's mathematical skills, nah, we'll leave that for a future issue... 


FIFA misses the point (again) 

The second Women's World Cup in Sweden saw Haveiange and what few mates he has left 
finally get their way with the introduction of time-outs. Given that FIFA have judged the expeviment to 
be successful, how long wiil it be before time-outs are introduced at all major levels of the game? 
Probably before the end of the millenium, which will naturally please the media barons of the globe, 
but FIFA are going io risk an awful backiash if they go ahead with the planned ad-breaks. This 
would be a pity, because in recent times the world governing body has made serious attempts to 
speed the game up! Such a shame that they won't consider a system that has been working 
nerfectily well in a variety of codes for many years. It's called the interchange rule. Without wishing 
to scund rude, it might give the fourth official something to dc. Besides, how often do players 
aggrevaie injuries by playing on in obvious discomfort when twenty minutes of treatment would see 
him return to something approaching full strength? Think about the number of players getting on in 
vears (in other codes too) who have trouble playing the full ninety-plus minutes who can piay in 
patches, doing a set job for their coach. Even at the top level, coaches could use ‘impact players’ 
like specialist sprinters to test defenders, having the ability to rotate your ballwinners and so on. But 
I'm sure you've got plenty of your own reasons.... 


We've been to your party, would you like to come to ours? 
Rumours persist that CONCACAF are keen to hoid a twelve team cornpetition for the Gold Cup to 
be held in the US next January (see ‘Look out for’). But after the disastrous showing by some of the 
jeqion's minnows in previous tournaments the organisers are considering inviting three South 
Amencan teams to the party. Arguments centre on the quaiity of opposition to oe invited though, as 


it wouldn't do to have an outsider actually win the trophy, would it? Or fora CONMEBOL rep to send 
ii team 





Reduced league produces rewards for mediocrity. 


‘7 ‘SU1' we ran an article on gigantism, and used a number of examples to illustrate how 
Bi Nee philosophy has ‘serene finals. One of the least palatable side-effects yf = 
reduced NSL is the retention of the final six system. Now, as is the case in the APY half of the : 
competing teams will be rewarded with revenue-raising finals matches. The negative public reac - 
in Melbourne to the final eight system was justified, and only the very blind couldn't see k was use 

inalists from as many states as possible. 
inten ns ran a eI survey with respect to the league/finals Series was that sd a 
handful of people wanted half the sides to make the finals. ie Those who preferred a 14 or 1 : tearn 
league wanted 5 or 6 to make the finals, while those who preferred 10 or 12 team leagues only 
wanted 4 or 5 left come May. Is it too late to make a change? 
Nah, it’s never too late in Australian soccer, 


English fans geta chance to have their say 


English soccer fans have a reputation for occasionally venting their feelings ina hon-peaces ' . 
way, but the English FA have shown the good sense to employ a full-time liaison officer who will be 
available to note the various concerns of the grass-roots supporters ne 
Graham Kelly has realised the need to not only listen to the fans but to make someone avai : e re : 
explain decisions or collate opinions so as the views can be ‘better focused within the FA’. Now tha 
sounds like just the sort of thing we were asking for at the summit... 


Channel 31 update - Victorian Premier League goes prime-time! 

After a nervous start ‘The Soccer Show’ had developed into an entertaining prelude to bed with ts 
10:30pm timesiot, a time when you can put your feet up and watch Greg Blake call a spade a aped 
Paul Williams restrain himself from calling it a spade, and John ‘Shocker’ Myles call ita bloody gr at 
shovel and don't you forget it! It was a timesiot most soccer fans are familiar with given the English 
Premier League and therein lay a problem. The VSF wisely decided the average soccer fan weuld 
be far more interested in a Premier League 12,000 miles away and decided to shift timeslots The 
choice? 7:00pm. Oh dear! If that was the only timeslot available then they should have gone for 
Tuesday, or Wednesday or... 


Soccer sevens at the SFS ? . of 
Over two days every year at the Sydney Football Stacium, the rugby league fans of Sydney are al 
invited to watch all the teams in a modified version of their favourite game. Not just Australian iam : 
either, as a variety of Pacific teams visit and show the locals what they have to offer, Although the 
standard is varied and some teams show greater commitment to ine day than others, it is a genuin 
family day where fans of all clubs can get together and hopetuily enjoy a nice sunny day and sorne 
fast , open attacking rugby. 
it's a great idea, and it deserves to be stolen. 











After four issues you'd think some people would be more careful with what 


they say. Unfortunately, there are still ; 
’ plenty of loose mouth 
as well as the regular stream of stupidity. . a OPI 


Get the book out! 


Yellow card to Victorian opposition spokesperson for spoit, Jan Wilson, who sensed a 
ee chance to get her name in the press by addressing the rally at Olympic Village back 
' y. 
Sorry Jan, but your rhetoric is going to have no influence 

: on anybody whatsoever. Maybe 
‘ oe ake a Cleary gave you a call and suggested the more pollies the 

ler, aver ali, even Jeif Kennett sent a message to the rally indicat 

eae won. g y indicating he would discuss 


But the reality is that politicians appearing at rallies oni 
pe ; y serve to raise the su 
to unrealistic levels, particularly pollies with tittle clout. sii omic ne 


Besides, if you really cared about soccer we would h 
| | ave heard about you before now... 
' we were really cynical we'd check to see if a state election is cue in Victoria, 





While we're in Victoria it's time for a Yellow card to the VSF 
with respect to their handling of the Preston appeal (See page 
19). Preston played Bill Romanovski and Brett Chalmers 
against Green Gully but had failec to receive notification of the 
players’ suspensions due to the lock on their P O Box being 
changed for non-payment of their account. Oz Post reckons 
they were marking mail ‘return to sender for three weeks (717) 
—<— ; before the club made enquiries. | 
if ‘SU' didn't get any mail for one week we'd be a bit worziec. Anyway, at the original appeal 
on August 10 the VSF couldn't make a decision, postponing the hearing until after the last 
round of matches. In other words, the season ended and clubs didn't know whether to 
celebrate avoiding relegation or not. What we want to know is - who checks the boxes at 


Preston - and how often? In fact come to think of it, P 
i . Preston can cop a yellow card as 





Yellow card for Eddie Thomson for again missing the point regarding the monthly FIFA 
rankings. After Ausiralia had gone from 58 to 52 ET was quick to point out that it was 
impossible fro Oz to hit the top ten "because we are too far removed from the rest of the 
world. Hey Eddie, we're not looking for a spot in the top ten! All we want is a rankinc in the 
top thirty-two, a ranking that will justify our place at France ‘98. - 


Yellow card and the Homer Simpson award for extreme stupidity goes to Liverpool's 
Danish keeper Michael Stensgaard, who Gislocated his shoulder when he dropped his 
ironing board and suddenly had to lurch down to catch it He will be out for six months, 


Voh! Actually that's nearly as bad as the girl who dis! ' 
her shinguards, g Slocated her thumb when removing 


And finally, a Yellow card to FIFA for seriously considering time-outs. 








Bulletin Board 


No , we're not on the Internet just yet, but it seemed an appropriate heading at the time 





ASF NEWS is now available... 

One of the ASF's innovatioris to be unveiled at the May summit was ‘ASF NEWS’, which we 
briefly outlined in ‘SU4'. The news from P O Box 175, Paddington 2021 Is that fans are welcome to 
request the ASF to stick 'em on the mailing list, and cop this - TS FREE! 
in keeping with the new-age goodwiil style of the new regime it appears they are finally realising thal 
fans cannot rely on the media to remain up-to-date with the latest ‘official’ news. So unless the 
postage bili reaches unrealistic heights the good chaps at Driver Avenue are happy to qive 
something back to the fans for a change. For that we should all say thank you. All together now 


Further news on that Yearbook... 


It seems our comments regarding the annua! rip-off the ASF calls it's NSL Yearbook have been 
heeded. Latest word from HQ claims our list of wants/needs have been passed on tc the editor of 
the magazine (their word, not mine), and the ASF will be encouraging that the book contains more 
statistics. Let's see what we get come September. 


Do you 'Know The Score’ ? - You will soon... 
ABSW Columnist and brains behind the AFSA (see 'SU4') Micky Brock recently informed us of a 


new publication entitled ‘Know the Score’, so we thought we'd best ring the people concerned to get 
a bit of info. Anyone who can't wait for the midweek soccer press for the latest overseas results/ 
scorers/tables etc can now pick up the latest news on a Sunday from a variety of cutlets in the inner 
Sydney area. There are actually about 40 outlets, which is too many to print here, but fans can ring a 
very amiable fellow named Steve on (02) 331-5642 who will be happy to tell you where you're 
nearest outlet is. Interstate fans should note that wider distribution is currently being negotiated, and 
it is anticipated that Australia-wide circulation is a matter of weeks away. Full details next issue 


Fancy a pre-season friendly? 

Melbourne fans who can't wait for the NSL season to start may want to check oul the progress of 
the reigning champions who play the Morwell Falcons at Somers St on September 3 tn the second 
leg of a two match friendly series. Kick-off time is stili to be decided, so for further details call the 
club. Oh. and if you have to look in the phone book for the number, don't bother checking under 
Melbourne Knights. Telecom still have them listed as Melbourne Croatia..... 


Away programmes 

Is there anybody out there who can help us in our search for ‘away’ programmes for international 
matches Australia has played in? Specifically, we're trying to track down a copy of the 194 World 
Cup qualifier programme from Buenos Aires. According to the ASF, !tis not unusual for federations 
to not publish a programme, but that was as far as their information went, so if these any clued in 
people reading this who can help us in our search, read the bottom of this page and getin touch 


Attention: This is a free service. 


We are happy to run any reasonable request for information or items such as progianwnes 
videos etc, or even upcoming club functions such as quiz nights and the lke We intended mating 
an ad for just such upcoming occasions but the two clubs we got in Contact with lad aleotutely 
NOTHING planned. Okay, so there's a cloud over the commencement date of the Hew seaecn 


But surely clubs fun some sort of fund-raisers mid-week? 


Any items for inclusion on this page should be sent to I? O Hox 93, Oakleigh South, te! 











Our regular back page feature takes on a more global approach this month as we've had a Sew 
inquiries and suggestions. Perhaps some people want to book their holidays in which case they 
better make sure they... 


Look out for... 


SEPTEMBER 

6 - Heaps of Euro '96 qualifiers incl. Belgium v Denmark, Sweden v Switzerland 

12 - Watch for a decision in the Jean-Marc Bosman court case in the European Court of Justice. 
30 - A League kicks off 777? 

African Nations Cup: finals draw 


OCTOBER “ 

S - The Australian Masters Games begin in Melbourne. The soccer comp runs from 7ti-13th. 

8 - Crucial Euro '96 qualifiers incl. Croatia v Italy, 

11 - Another slab of Euro '96 qualifiers incl. Romania v France, Denmark v Spain, Russia v Greece, 
Austria v Portugal 

? - Brazil v Australia (in Rio) - to be confirmed 


NOVEMBER 

10 - Australia v New Zealand (in Auckland) - to be confirmed 

15 - Australia v New Zealand (in Sydney) - to be confirmed 

15 - Final qualifying matches ( 19 of 'em) for Euro '96 incl. Sweden v Turkey, Holland v Norway, 
Portugal v Rep of Irefand, Germany v Bulgaria, Russia v Finland. 

24-26/Dec 8-10 - African Cup Winners Cup Final 


DECEMBER 
Draw for World Cup 1998 qualifying groups in Paris. We already know who we're playing though... 
1-3/°5-17 - African Ciub Champions Cup final. Can Gabon’'s Mbilinga go all the way? 


1396 

JANUARY 

10-27 - Concacaf Gold Cup takes place in Southern California 

13-31 - Oceania Olympic qualifiers to be held in Adelaide - 5 team round-robin format played on 
a home & away (!?!) basis. That's EIGHT Olyroos matches to check out. See you there... 

13 - African Nations Cup Finals kick-off in South Africa 

Asian Cup qualifiers begin with 37 nations in 10 groups. Don't look for Oz though.. 
Australia likely to play two full internationals at home. 


MAY 

Concacaf Olympic Qualifiers (Final Round) - Naturaliy, we're only interested in who finishes second. 
JUNE 

8 - Euro 96 kicks off with the opening match at Wembley 

22-23 - Quarter Finals 26 - Semi finals 30. Final at Wembley 


Australia likely to play two internationals at home 


JULY 
19 - Olympic Games begin in Atlanta, but the soccer won't 





DECEMBER 
Asian Cup Finals to be held in UAE. - But will Soccer Australia bother sending any spies? 


Aeep an eye out for issue six when they'll be stuff you can masticate over for hours... 








